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JoEerL i. 1. 


Blow ye the Trumpet in Zion, and ſound an Alarm in my Holy 
Mountain ; let all the Inhabitants of the Land tremble ; 
for the Day of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh at band. 


Being ſet up as a Spiritual Watchman over you, tho' unworthy 
of ſo high and ſacred a Calling, do conceive that it is my duty 
to give Warning, whenſoever I ſhall apprehend that any great 
Danger is at hand, or' that any great Evil 1s ready to light upon 
us ; And alſo that it 1s your duty to hearken to the voice of your 
Spiritual Watchman, and to take warning by him. 

And now I conceive that it is high time, or more than time, that IT 
give you Warning; That L[ give you Warning, That I apprehend thac 
the Enemy is at hand ; That the days of Darkneſs are coming upon us; 
That the Romiſh Religion, like a violent Flood, is ready to overflow 
us 3 And that that great Stream, if we have nor a very great care, is 
like to carry us to Deſtruction and Perdition in the end. I conceive 
that all the humane Power that can be uſed at this time is not able 
to ſtop it, and that nothing but a general Repentance and Reformation 
of our Lives can prevent and turn away this-Judgment of God from 
us, which we by our Sins and great Wickedne(s have brought upon 
our ſelves. And becauſe ſuch a general Repentance and Reformation 
of our Lives is now, alas, to be deſpaired o*, therefore I have thought 
good to make choice of theſe words of the Prophet, for the Subje& 
of my enſuing Diſcourſe, that from them I might warn you of this 
Judgment which I apprehend and am fully perſuaded is coming upon 
us; That we may prepare our ſelves againſt it, and may be able thro? 
Divine Afliſtance, in ſome meaſure to ſtand in the Evil Day, and not 
be carried away with the violence of Temptation to che ruin of both 
Pay and Soul in the end. 


But before I proceed to theſe words of the Text, perhaps it may not 
be amiſs to premiſe this to you 5; wiz. That I have not made chance 
A 2 ' 


of theſe words, thereby intending to blow up any ſparks of Rebellion, 
or to give any encouragement to riſe up againſt Government. Ir is. 
not my Province nor my defire to ſound any Clſficum for the Field, 
but to give Exhortations and ſome Inſtructions for the Cloſet, and for 
a Spiricual Preparation againſt this Day of the Lord; and to diſſuade 
Men from taking up and medling with any carnal Weapons at this 
time. I have always born a Loyal Mind, and never entertained any 
Rebellious Thoughts, ſo far as I am conſcious to my felt ; and, thro? 
Divine help, Loyal I intend to be in the blackeſt of Times. And 
{ would have no one to entertain any Prejudice and Jealoufie againſt 
me ; for I am in Charity with all the World, as I hope, and thirſt 
after no ones Blood and Deſtruction ; and my Office and deſire is to 
be a Meſſenger of Peace hereby to all Men without any exception, 
that will hearken to my Voice and take Warning by me. I am ſen- 
ſible that the ſacred Scriptures do ſtrialy enjoin Obedience to Supe- 
riors and Governors, and do ſharply threaten all ſuch as do riſe up 
againſt their Lawful Rulersz and I would have all others to be fo too. 
The grcat Reaſon that any may be apt to think that there is at ſome 
times to riſe up againſt Authority and Lawful Government, will by 
no means tolerate and make it Lawſul ſo to do; but thoſe that do 
fo are like to be ſharply puniſhed in the end for ſuch a work. -Our 
Lord hath told us, Matt. 26. 52, That «ll they that take the Sword, 
frall periſh with the Sword; And this was ſpoken when Peter had drawn 
his Sword to defend his Lord and Maſter, and to ſave his Life, Fohr 
18, 26. And if our blefled Lord would not ſuffer him to uſe his Sword 
upon this account to ſave his life, but bid him put it up into tits 
place againz we may be ſure that we ought at no time- to riſe 
up againſt Government. If thoſe then that ſhould take up the Sword 
were like to periſh with ir, we may well expe the ſame now. And 
St. Paul doth tell us, Rom. 13. 2. That they that reſiſt the Power, re- 
{:ft rhe Ordinance of God; and that they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to them- 
felves damnation ; And 1 would not have this to be any of our portion. 
And if this was true Doctrine in Nero's time, we may be ſure that 
it is ſo m ours. And faith St, Fcbn, Rev. 13.9, 10. If any man bave 
an ear, let him hear; He that leadeth into Captivity, ſhall go into Cap- 
r:wty : He that Rilleth with the Sword, muſt be killed with the Sword: 
And ſo I fear ic will be now. He that ſhall unlawfully and unjuſtly 
ule this Weapon, mult expect to have it returned upon himſelf, and 
t have his own blood {piit with 1c, 5f he uſe it in an unrighteous 
way to the ſh:dding of the blood of others. From theſe places we 
may (ce what thoſe are to expect that riſe up againſt their Lawful 
Authority and Government. And we may ſee that we are comman- 
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SY 
ged to be Subjet to Kings, and all in Authority, and that there is 
no ſuch Exception annexed to ſuch Commands, that any time or cir- 
cumſtances will exempt Men from their Obedience to them. Rem. 
13+ 1- ſaith St. Paul, Let every ſoul be ſubjef# unto the Higher Powers ; 
for there is no Power but of God; the Powers that be, are ordained of 
God. We are to be Subjet and Obedient to thele in all things that 
are good and lawful, becauſe they are ordained of God, and in fo 
doing we are ſubjz& in a remoter degree to God himſelf. From 
theſe and other places we may ſee how clearly our ſubje&tion to Kings 
and Governors is ſet down; and that we cannot refiit and riſe up 
againſt them withouct tranſgreſling the Divine Commands of Almighty 


Gad. 


It is not to promote any fin and wickedneſs, or any diforder mn 
the Nation, but to exhort us all to a general Repentance and amend- 
ment of our finful lives, and to 1mplore help and afliitance again{t 
the Evil Time; which I am convinced is coming upon us, that F 
have made choice of theſe words of the Prophet Foe!: That we ail 
from hence may be warned to call all our Sins and Iniquties to- 
mind, and to be deeply humbled for them, and for the manifold and 
great Provocations and Tranſgreſlions of the whole Kingdom ; Thar. . 
we may make our hearty and earneſt Addreſſes to Almighty God, 
that he of his great. Goodneſs, and for the ſake of our dear Lord: 

and Saviour would be pleaſed freely to pardon and forgive us our 
great Wickedneſs, that makes ſuch a great ſeparation and diſtance 
between us and our God; That we may call for, and ſeek to pro-- 
cure a ſupernatural Affiitance from above to keep us from being 
born away with ſuch a black Stream and Tide of Wickednefs 2s 1s 
now ready to break in upon us; That we may all be awakened out 
of our carnal and vain Security, and prepare for ſuch an extraordi- 
nary coming of Almighty God among us ; That every one may make. 
clean his own Door againſt this fignal Approach, that no Wicked- 
neſs, which 1s ſo loathſlom to God, may be tound thereat ; . That - 
Warning may be given, and ſuch a Preparation made, do [I purpoſe, . 
by God's help, to fay ſomething upon theſs words of the Prophet, 
wherein this Warning was to be given to the Fes of the Day of - 
the Lord being at hand to them. 


Bow ye the Trumpet in T10n, and ſound an Alarm in my bo'y Mo n+ 
tain ;, Let all the Inhabitants of the Land Tremble ; for the Day of the 
Lerd cometh, for it is nigh at hand. 


FL 
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'Tn theſe words we may obſerve theſe three Particulars, 


Fi, That the Trumpet was to be blown and an Alarm to be 
ſounded in God's Church and among his People ; Blow ye the Trum- 
pet in Zion, and ſound an Alarm in my holy Mountain, 

Secondly, That all were to hearken to, and regard the ſound there- 
of, and to be moved to fear and trembling upon it : Ler all the In- 
babitants of the Land Tremble, And 

Thirdly, The Reaſon of it, becauſe a great Viſit and Judgment of 

God upon them was then at hand : for the Day of the Lord cometh, for 
it is nigh at hand. | purpoſe to ſay ſomething to every one of theſe 
- Particulars, but to begin wich the laſt firſt. 


IT. For the Day of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh at hand. 


TT intend not to trouble my ſelf nor you with any deep Inquiry 
what Day of the Lord this was, which the Prophet here declared to 
be coming and nigh at hand. The Day of the Lord, as it is a day 
and ſeaſon of Terror and to be prepared for, doth {ignifie ſeveral 
Days and Times. 


* 1. The Day of the Lord doth point at the great and final Day of 
Judgment, when our Lord and Saviour ſhall come in a moſt glorious 
manner to judge the whole Worid, and to reward every one according 
to his works; when the Heavens ſhall be diſſolved, and the Elements 
{ſhall melt with fervent heat ; when the Earth and the Works that are 
therein ſhall be burnt up, as St. Peter ſaith, a Per. 3. 19, And when 
all ſinners, that repent not of their wickedneſs, ſhall be given up to 
that everlaſting Fire, that was prepared for the Devil and his Angels, 
mw, 25. 41. This 1s the moſt eminent and dreadful Day of the Lord 
of all. 


2. The Day of the Lord in the Scriptures doth often reſpe& ſome 
Temporal Judgment and Calamity that God doth bring, or 1s bringing 
upon a Land or Nation, for the great fin and wickedneſs thereof : 
And ſuch doth this Day of the Lord here ſeem to be. 


2. The Day of the Lord may be referred to particular Men, tho 
che Scripture doth not ſeem often to uſe, the Day of the Lord, with 
reſpect to ſingle Perſons only. When God doth ſend ſome great 
Judgment and Calamity upon ſingle Perſons, it may be looked upon as 
a Day of the Lord's wrath to them: And the day of their Death _ 

we 
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well be-accounted as ſuch ; And indeed a terrible day of the wrath 
of God will it be to them, if they be ſurpriſed and ſnatch'd away in 
cheir ſins without Repentance. We may ſee what a milerabl2 caſe the 
Fool in the Parable was in, who was ſnatch'd away 1n the midſt of 
his Jollity , when he was finging Requiems to his. Soul, and promifing 
himſelf great joy and happineſs to come; Luke 12. 20. But God ſaia 
unto him, Thou fool, this night thy Soul (hall be required of thee; then 
whoſe ſhall thoſe things be, which tho haſt provided? Lik2 a Dream 
and a Vapor will all ſuch Worldly confidence and truſt leave Men, 
and into this Fool's Paradiſe will ſuch be brought z The things where- 
in they truſt, like the Morning Cloud, will foon vaniſh away ; and 
they from their high confidence will drop into the Pic of Deſtruction. 

We read of the Rich Man, Luke 16. 22— That he died and was 
buried; and immedaately after it follows, That i Hell be x up his eyes, 
being in Torments — . We may ſee that the day of Death, eſpecially 
to {f1nners that die without Repentance, may well be looked upon as 
a day of the Lord, and a dreadful one too to them. 


But here the words of the Prophet do ſeem to reſpe& ſome tempo- 
ral and publick Judgment and Calamity of God upon the Jewiſh Land 
and Nation, and are to be ranked in the ſecond place. But what 
kind of Judgment and Calamity this was, which the Prophet here gives 
this Warning of, is not agreed. Some do conceive that this day of 
the Lord here in the Text was a ſore and grievous Famine and Cala- 
mity brought upon the Fews by Locuſts, Catterpillers, and the like 
Creatures; And ſome places in this Prophecy of Foel, do ſeem to 
give teſtimony this way. Foel 1. 4. ſaith the Prophet ; That which 
the Palmer-worm hath left, hath the Locuſt eaten; and that which the 
Locuſt hath left, hath the Canker-worm eaten ; and that which the Canker- 
worm hath left, hath the Catterpiller eaten. And v. 18. How do the Beaſts 
groan? The Herds of Cattel are perplexed, becauſe they have no Paſture —--< 
And Foel 2.25. And I will reſtore to you the years that the Locuſt hath 
eaten, the Canker-worm, and the Catterpiller , and the Palmer-worm, my 
great Army, which I ſent among you, Thele and ſuch places do give 
countenance to this Interpretation, that this day of the Lord was a 
fore judgment of Famine upon the Land of the. Fews, occafioned by 
Locuſts, Catterpillers, and ſuch Creatures, and that by Famine and o- 
ther ways they were ſorely afflicted by them. And we may ſee in the - 
Book of Exodus, chap. 19. That Locuſts were one of the great Plagues 
and Judgments that God ſent upon the Egyptians. And with a plague 
of Locuits doth God threaten to ſcourge his People the Fews, if they 
ſhould revolt. and fall from him to Idolatry, Dent. 28. 38, 42. 
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Again ſome do conceive that this day of the Lord might'be ſome great 
Deſtruction and Waſte, that was to be brought upon them by the Ar- 
mies of the Aſſjrians, and Chaldeans, 8c. that they were to be plagued 
and ſcourged by them : And ſome places in this Prophecy do agree here- 
with. Toel 1. 6. For a Nation i come up upon my land, ſtrong and with- 
out numher ; whoſe teeth are as the teeth of a lion; and he hath the cheek- 
teeth of a great lion. And Foel 2. 2. A great people and a ftrong, there 
bath not been ever the like. And v.17, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give 
zot thine beritage to reproach, that the heathen ſhould rule ower them. And 
w. 20, But 1 wil remove far off from you the worthern Army, and will drive 
kim into a land \barren and deſolate—, Thele places make it probable that 
this Day of the Lord was a Judgment and Deſtruction upon their Land 
by the A/ſprians and Chaldeans. And it ſeems probable to me, that both 
the Captivity of the ten Tribes, and alſo of the Kingdom of Fudah 
were hereby threatned, if they were not the chief things here intended 
by this day of the Lord ; the Prophet Foel, as moſt affirm, living be- 
fore them both. And this was a very ſore and terrible day of the Lord 
to them indeed, when they were invaded and domineer'd over by 
foreign Armies; when they were driven from their own Habitations, 
and rooted out of their own Land, and their whole Polity and Go- 
vernment was deſtroyed ; when they were driven from Feruſaler, their 
beloved City, and the City of the great King, the Lord of Hoſts, 
and their magnificent Worlhip at the Temple was quite extinguiſhed, 
and the Temple it ſelf burnt down and deſtroyed ; when they were car- 
ried away like Slaves into a ſtrange Land, from whence the greater 
Part of them never returned again ; and the other Part underwent a 
Servitude of ſeventy Years, before they returned and came back into 
their own Land again ; This was a very fore and terrible day of the Lord 
co them indeed. 


And ſome do refer this Prophecy of Foe! to all the Miſeries and De- 
ſtructions that were brought upon them by the Chaldeans. Perſians, Gre- 
cians, Syrians, and Romans. And it feems clear to me, that the Pro- 
phec's great and terrible Day of the Lord, Foel 2. 31. is to be underſtood 
of that. dreadful deſtruction of the Jewiſh Nation by the Romans about 
38 or 39 years after the Death of our Saviour, when they were moſt 
mulerably deſtroyed, when Sword and Famine both raged horribly a- 
mong them. The great effuſion of the Spirit was to be before this 
day, as we may ſee here in Feel 2, 28—-, And this S. Peter tells us was 
fulfilled upon the day of Pentecoſt, and afterwards, A&s 2. 16—., which 
makes it more than probable, that by this terrrible day was meant that 
heavy deſtruction by the Romans, 4 

rom 


(9? 


From hence then I ſhall farther ſhew, that God doth often threaten 
and inflict very fore and terrible Judgmentsand Calamities upon Cities 
and Nations for the great Wickedneſs of them, when iris grown ripe 
for {uch a temporal Puniſhment. 


Firſt, We may ſee, that God doth often threaten to ſend very ter: !- 
ble and grievous Judgments and Deſtructions upon Cites and Na- 
tions for the great Wickedneſs and Provocations of the Inhabicants ot 
them, when thev are guilty of fach. With Sword, Famine, and Peſtt- 
lence, evil and-noiſome Beaſts, and the removing of his Word and 
Goſpel, and other ſuch Plagues and Judgments doth God threaten 
thoſe that abuſe his Mercies, and rebel againſt him and the light of 
his Word, and wax bold and preſumptuous in Sin and Wickednels. 
Moſes hath ſpent the greateſt partof Devt. 28, in telling the Jews whact 
plagues andjudgments of God ſhould light upon them, 1 they ſhould 
toilake God, and fall to Idolatry and ſuch grievous Wickedneſs; how 
they ſhould be curſed every way till they were conſumed. Dent, 28. 
20—- The Lord ſhall ſend upon thee curſing, vexation, and rebuke , in 
all that thou ſetteſt thine hand unto for to do, until thou be deſtroyed, and 
\ until thou periſh quickly, becauſe of the wickedneſs of thy doings whereby 
thou haſt forſaken me, The Lord ſhall mak» the peſtilence cleave unto 
thee, until he hawe conſumed thee fr:m «ff the land whether thou goeſ# to 
poſſeſs it. The Lord ſhall {mate thee with @ conſumption, and with a fe- 
wer, and with an inflammation, and with an extream burning, and with 
the ſword, and with blaſtivyg, and with mildew, and they fha!l purſue 
thee until thou periſh, And much ore to this purpoſe, as you may 
ſee there. The Prophet Samuel tells them after, that if they wenr 
on in Wickednels, they ſhould be conſumed. 1 Sam. 12. 23. But if 
ye ſhalt ſtull do wickedly, ye ſhall be conſumed, both ye and your King. 
And the Prophets do often warn the Fews and others, that a day of 
the Lord's Vengeance was coming upon them in their days. 1/a. 13. 
6, ſaich the Prophet, concerning the Burthen of Babylon; Howl ye, 
for the day of the Lord is at hand; it ſhall come as ,a deſtrutt:on from 
the Almighty. And ſaith God to the Prophet Ezekicl, 14. 13. Son of 
man, when a land ſinneth againſt me by treſpaſſing grievouſly, then ell [ 
ſtretch our my hand upon it, and will break the ſtaff of the bread thereof, 
and will ſend famine upon it, and will cut off man and Beaſt from it : 
And Sword and Peftilence are threatned too, as we may ſee in the 
tollowing Verſes. And, Ezek, 3o. 2---. Son of man, propheſie and ſay, 
shus ſaith the Lord, Howl ye, wo worth the day: For the day ts near, 
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even the day of the Lord 1s near, a cloudy day, it ſhall be the time of 
the beathen, And the ſword ſhall come upon Egypt, and great pain ſhall 
be in Ethi:pia, when the ſlain ſhall fall in Egypt, and they ſhall take a- 
way ber multitude, an her foundations ſhall be broken down. And ſaith 
the Prophet Zephaniah, 1. 7, 8. Hold thy peace at the preſence of the 
Lord God ; for the day of 1h2 Lord 3s at hand; fer the Lord hath prepared 
a ſacrifice, he bath vid $:s gueſts. Andit ſhall come to paſs in the day of 
the Lord's ſacrifice, that I will puniſh the Princes, and the Kings children, 
and all ſuch as are cloathed with ſtrange apparel, And v. 14. The great 
day of the Lord #s near, it # near, and haſteth greatly, even the wouce of 
the day of the Lord; the mighty man ſhall cry there bitterly. And faith 
the Prophet Zechariah, 14. !-— Behold the day of the Lord cometh, 
and thy ſpoil ſhall be divided in the midſt of thee. For I will gather all Na- 
tions againſt Feruſalem to battle ; andthe city ſhall betaken, and the houſes 
rifled, and the Women raviſhed, --- Then ſhall the Lord go forth, and 
fight againſt thoſe Nations, as when he fought in the day of battel, By 
theſe, and ſuch places, we may ſee that God hath oft threatned to 
bring a Day of Vengeanc2 and Wrath upon the Fews and others, and 
to viiit them with ſome Judgment or other, fortheir Wickedneſs, when 


it was grown great. 


We may ſee that ſuch Judgments and Plagues, and Calamities are 
not meerly caſual, and come not upon Men by blind Chance; thac 
they are notthe Effects of an inevitable Fate, farther than Men make 
them ſo themſelves ; and thac they are notto be aſcribed to ſuch Cauſes 
as worldly and carnal Men are too ready to aicrids tnem : But that 
they are the Orderings and Diſpoſals of divine Providencez and the 
Rods and Scourges of the Juſt and Righteous Governour of all the 
World, who hath ſaid that Vengeance belongeth unto him, and that 
he will recompence, Heb. 10. 30, And this the Prophet ſheweth, 
Amos 2,6. Shall atrumpet be blown in the city, and the people not be 
afraid ? ſhall there be evil m a city, and the Lord hath not doneu? And 
{1ith God to Solomon, 1 Kings 9. 8, 9, And at thx houſe which # high, 
every one that paſſeth by it (hall be aſtoniſhed, and ſhall biſs, and they 
thall {ay, whby hath the Lord done thus unto this land, and to this houſe ? 
And they ſhall anſwer, Becauſe they forſook the Lord their God, who brought 
forth their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and bave taken hold upon 0- 
ther Gods, and have wo ſhipped them, and ſerved them ; therefore hath 
;be Lord brought ujon them all this evil, And faith our Lord, Luke 
13. 2— Suppoſe ye that theſe Galileans were ſinners above all the Gali- 
Kaas, becauſe they ſuſfered ſuch things * I tell you, nay; but except ye 

| repent, 
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repeut, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh, And ſaith he by S, Fobn, Rev, 2. 5. 
to the Church of Epheſus; Remember therefor? from whence thou art ſaln, 
and repent, and do the firſt works; or elſe T will come unto thee quica!}, 
and will remove thy candleſtick out of his place , except thou repent. By 
theſe and other places we may ſee, that ſuch Judgments and Mitzrie: 
do notariſe meerly after a caſual manner; bur are really Judgments 
and Decrees in the Grand Court avove, and are over-ruled and ar- 
dered by a divine Hand, and do not depend meerly upon ths Will and 
pleaſure of Men, even when they are the chiet Actors in them, 


But farther, (that we may be the more awaked out of our carnal 
Security and vain Confidence) we may lee thatthe judgments of God, 
and theſe plagues that are threatned are very terrible and dreadful; and 
that ſuch Days of Vengeance will come upon men, eſpecially the 
Wicked among them, when they think little of them, and in an aſto- 
nihing manner will ſurprize them. 


1. We may ſee that the judgments and plagues that are threatnea 
for Sin and Wickedneſs, are ſet out in a very dreadful manner fo as 
to move us to fear, and to give us juſt cauſe to tremble at the appre- 
henfion of them. Moſes telleth the Fews, that they ſhould be reduced 
to ſo great Want, and oppreſſed with ſo fore a Famine by their Ene- 
mies, that they ſhould eat the Fruit of their own Bodies, even their 
own Children. Deut. 28. 53-— And thou ſhalt eat the fruit of thine 
own body, the fleſh of thy ſons, and of thy daughters, (which the Lord thy 
God hath given thee) in the ſiege, and in the ſ[raitneſs wherewith thine E- 
nemies ſhall diſtreſs thee. So that the man that is tender among you, and 
very delicate, his eye ſhall be evil tewards his bro;her, and toward the wife 
of bis boſom, and toward the remnant of his children which he ſhall leave : 
So that ve will not give to any of them of the fleſh of his children whons he 
ſhall eat ; becauſe he. hath nothing left him m the ſiege — . With this 
miſerable and terrible Famine by their Enemies doch he threaten them. 
And he ſheweth what diſmal Fear and Trembling God would ſend 
upon them, wv. 65 But the Lerd ſhal! give thee a trembling heart, 
and failing of eyes and ſcrrow of mind. And thy life ſhall hang im doubt 
before thee, and thou ſhalt fear day and night, and jha!t have none aſſurance 
of thy life. In the morning thou ſhalt [ay would God it were even ; and at even 
thou (halt ſay would God it were morning, for the fear of thine heart, where- 
with thou ſhalt fear ; and for the fight of thine eyes, which thou ſhalt ſee 
In this ſad and perplexed Condition, and in this ſhadow of Death, 
were they to abide, expecting _ hour that their Life would be 
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taken from them. And ſaith the Prophet T/aiah 13. 9— Behold the 
Day of th: Lord cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay 
the Land deſolate, and he ſhall deſtroy the Sinners thereof out of it, For 
the Stars of Heaven, and the Cca//ellations thereof ſhall not give their 
light + The Sun ſhall be darkicd in his going forth, and the Moon ſhall 
not cauſe her light to ine And I will puniſh the World for their Evil, 
and the Wicked for their Iniquity- -, And v.13. Therefore I will ſhake 
the Heawvons, and the Earth ſhall remove out of her place in the warth 
of the Lord of Hoſts, in the day of bis fierce anger, In this dreadful 
Equipags is the day of the Lord's Anger ſet forth, as if all the works 
of Nature ſhould be diſordered thereat; as if the Heavens and the 
Earth ſhould be ſhaken and quake and tremble thereat ; and all the 
gloiious I ights above ſhould be put out and extinguiſhed And the 
Prophet Feel here doth ſhew, that this was to be a very trightful and 
terrible Day of the Lord. Feel 2. 2, 3. For 1he Day of the Lord cometh-— 
.A day of darkneſs, and of gloomineſs, a day of clouds, and of thick dark- 
neſs as the Morning ſpread upm the Mountains : A great People and a 
treng, there hath not been ever the like, neuter ſhall be any more after it, 
even to the years of many generations. A fre devoureth before thera, 
and behind them a flame burneth ; the Land 1s as the Garden of Eden be- 
fore them; and behind them, a deſolate Wilderneſs, yea and nothing (hall 
eſcape them. Sach a black and dilmal Day was th's to bz; and ſuch 
wait and feltiuction were theſe Armies of the Lord of Hoſts to 
make, That the Land, which they found funtil like the Garden of 
Eden, and filled with ail plenty and ſtore, they would nicks and 
leave like a barren and defolate Wilderneſs, ſpoiling and conſuming 
all before them. Ard wv. 5, 6. Like the noiſe of Chariots on the tops 
of Mountains ſhall they leap ; lite the noife of a flame of fire, that de- 
woureth the ubble; as a ſtrong People ſet im Battel aray. Before their 
face the People ſhall be much pamed, all faces ſhall gather blackneſs, And 
V. io, I. The Earth ſhail quake before them, the Heavens ſhall tremble, 
the Sun and the Moon ſhall be dark, and the Stars ſhall wuhdraw heir 
ſhining. And the Lord ſhall utter his woice before hus Army, for bis Camp 
is wery great ; for be is ſtrong that executeth bis word; for the day of 
the Lord is great and wvery terrible, and who can abide u ?\ Thus dread- 
ful and aſtoniſhing doth the Prophet ſhew this day of the Lord here 
to be. And faith the Prophet Amos 5- 186— Wo unto you that de. 
fire the day of the Lord; to what end is ut f:r you? The day of the 
Lord is darkneſs, and not light, As if a min did flee from a Litn, 
and a Bear met him; or went into the houſe, and leaned 51s hand 


the wall, and a Serpemt bit him. Shall not the day of the Lord be dark. 
neſs, 
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neſs, and nit light ? even very dark, and no brightneſs inis? Wo and 
ſorrow is like to be to ſach as would have ſuch a Gay of the Lord 
haſten'd ;' for ſach dav's are like to bs ſurrounded with darkneſs, an: 
will look diſmal every way; and the flying from one danger and 
miſchief, will be the making haſte rt» another, as the Prophet here 
ſhewech The Prophet Zephaniah allo thewerh how terrible ſuch a 
day of the Lord's Anger is lik2 to be, in what he faith of ſuch a 
day. Zeph. 1. 15-— That day is a day of wra'9, a day of trouble 
and diſtreſs, and a day of waſtne/s and deſulation, a day of darkneſs 
and gloomineſs, a day of clonds and thick darkneſs; a day of the trum- 
pet and alarm againſt the fenced Citics, and againſ# the high Towers, 
And I will bring diſtreſs upon men, that they ſhall walk lihe b'ind mow, 
becauſe they hawve ſirned againſt the Lord, and their bl19d (all be fonred 
cut 4s duſt, and their fleſh as the dung. Such 3 terrible diy woerg ney 
threatned with, for their fin againſt Almigh:y God, And ſaith the 
Prophet Malachy concerning the day that he warned thzm of 
Mal. 4.1. For behold the day cometh that ſhall burn as an Oven, and ll 
the proud, yea and ailthat do wickedly ſhall be ſtubb/e; and the day that 
cometh jhall burn them up, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, that it ſhall lear 
them neither root mor branch. Byv thei, and ſuch like placs3, we mry 
{:e how dreadful and cerribls ſuch days of Vengeance are like to bz, 
when God comes in wrath to vitit the Earth or any part ther2of, 
for the great iniquity of it, that we may bs the more ſenſible before: 
hand of the Terror of ſuch a diy when we apprehend it to be co: 
ming upon us, and may tak? tie greater care tor our own fecu: ity 
at ſuch a time. 


And in ſuch days of Vengeance and publick Judgments, the Rich 
are like to bs equaliy involved in mitery and deſtruction with the 
Poor and Needy; ani their Wealth will then ſtand them 1n no 
ſtead, but rather add to their Miſery, For Riches profit not in the day 
of wrath ; as Solomon ſauh, Prov. 11. 4. And fo ſaith the m 
Zephaniad 1, 18. Neither their Siler nor their Gold (hall be ale to de- 
liver them in the day of the Lord's wrath ; but the whole Land ſhall be 
devoured by the fire of his jealouſie; for he ſhall make even a ſpeedy 
riddance of all them that dwell in the I.and. And ſaith the Propher 
:2ekiel 7.19. They ſhall caſt their Silver in the ſtreets, and their Gold 
jball be removed ; their Silver and their Gold ſhall not be able to deliver 
them m the day of the wrath of the Lord — The Riches of the Rich 
will not then be ables to ward off the direful Blow, when Go! 
comes to ſtrike in anger ; And the great and mighty Men 0 caged 
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eſcaps the laſh of his Rod. The great and mighty Man will then 
find no more protection and ſecurity than the mean Man, but the 
mighty Man ſhall then cry bitterly, as ſaith the Prophet; Zeph. 1. 14. 
There 15 nothing but Righteouſneſs that will deliver Men. 


Again 2: We may ſee that ſuch days of Vengeance will take 
Men unawares, and ſurpriſe them, when they think themſelves 
ſecure, and are not apprehenſive of them, if they do not watch and 
prepare for them, but proceed on in a finful courſe of life. Our 
bleſſed Saviour tells the Fews that his coming ſhould be like the 
Lightning, Matth 24. 27. For as the lightning cometh out of the Eaſt, 
and ſhineth even unto the Weſt; ſo ſhall the coming of the Son of Man 
be. This may have ſome reſpect to the laſt day of Judgment; but 
our Saviour hath alſo confined it to his coming to revenge himſelf 
upon the obſtinate Fews and his crucifters. Yer. 34. Verily I ſay un- 
to you, this generation ſhall not paſs, till all theſe things be fulfilled. That 
generation, to wit, ſome of them, were to ſee theſe things fulfilled ; 
and St. Fehr, as 1s related, did out-hve this deſtru&ion of the Jewiſh 
Nation; and ſo it is probable did many others. Chriſt's coming in 
Vengeance upon them, we may ſee, was to be ſurprizing like Light- 
ning. And v. 42, faith he; Watch therefore, for ye know not what 
hour your Lord doth come. And wv. 44. Therefore be ye alſo ready ; 
for in ſuch an hour as you think not, the Son of man cometh. And v, 48. 
But and if that evil Servant ſhall ſay in his heart, my Lord delayeth his 
coming; And ſhall begin to [mite bis fellow-ſervants, and to eat and 
drink with the drunken ; The Lord of that ſervant ſhall come in a day 
2hen he looketh not for bim, and in an hour that he is not aware of : 
And ſhall cut him aſunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypo- 
crites ; there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. In this unexpe2- 
ed manner are Men, eſpecially the Wicked, like to be ſurpriſed 
whenſoever the Lord ſhall come to viſit the Inhabitants of the Earth 
in an extraordinary manner with ſome Judgment for their Wicked- 
nels. And more places we may ſee to this purpoſe. Matth. 25.17. 
{ſaith our Saviour, Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the 
hour, wherein the Son of man cometh : And to this purpoſe in ſeve- 
ral other places. And ſaith St. Paul, 1 Theſfſ, 5. 2, 3. For your 
ſelves know perfe&ly, that the day of the Lord ſo cometh as a thief in 
the night. For when they ſhall ſay, peace and ſafety, then ſudden de- 
Fruftion cometh upon them , as travail upon a woman with child, and 
they ſhall not eſcape. And faith our Lord by St. Fobn, Rev. 3. 3. 
to the Church in Sards, Remember therefore how thou haſt received, 

and 
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and heard, and hold faſt, and repent: If therefore thou ſhalt not watch, 
1 will come on thee as a thief, and thou (halt not know what honr 1 
will come upon thee. In this ſurpriſing manner , like a Thief ia the 
Night; doth our ILord threaten to take ſuch as do not repent and 
mind the works of righteouſneſs, when he comes to viſit the Inha- 
birants of the World with his Judgments. And by theſe, and ſuch 
places we may ſee, that God's Judgments and Plagues, that he brings 
upon Men for their great wickedneſs, will ſtrangely ſurpriz2 them 
in a vain ſecurity, when they think not of ſuch, but fanſite that they 
are out of Harm's way, and fafe enougiz: And this will make (ach 
Judgments the more dreadful and terrible, when they light upon 
Men in ſuch an unguarded manner and ſo unprepared for them. 
This will make every blow to fall heavy, and to wound deep, when 
we have lifted up no hand cowards Heaven to ward tt off, by our 
Prayers and Supplications to Almighty God to have mercy upon us, 
and in Judgment to remember Mercy, and not to ſhut up his bowels 
of compaſlion towards us. Such dreadful Surprizes are like to con- 
found Men's underſtandings, and to damp and quell all their Spirits 
and Courage, and to make them like blind and diſtracted Men, 
that have no power to uſe the common prudence and ſtrength tha 
God hath endowed them withal. Surpriſals do betray the ſuccours 
that Reaſon offereth, and make Men's hearts to fail them, and re- 
coil back upon them, and turn all into-confufion and diſorder with- 
out and within too. Thele fill Men's minds fall of horror and amaze- 
ment, and make their Faces to gather blackneſs, and ſet their Limbs 
a tottering and quaking. And this tarther ſhews how dreadful and 
aſtoniſhing theſe Judgments of God will ve, when they ſurprize Men 
in this manner, when they are careleſs and ſecure, and do not pre- 
pare themſelves againſt them, by clearing their hands of all wicked- 
neſs, and by calling upon God for pardon, and mercy, and help. 


Us has 


Secondly, We may lee, as for matter of Fact, that God hath often ſen: 
great and dreadful Judgments upon the Inhabitants of the World for 
cheir great Sin and Wickedneſs, when they have been ripe for Judg- 
ment. We may ſee that God hath often brought the days of Ven- 
geance upon them, when they have in a manner totally revolted 
from him, and become rebellious againſt the Light. And we may 
ſee that the Wicked and Unrighteous have been ſurprized with ſuch 
Judgments when they thought not of them, or beheved them not, 
and have been ſwept away with the Beeſom of Deftruction, when 
they expected it not. For the great wickednels thereof did _ 
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{troy the old World, :nd ſwept them away with a prodigious Flood 
of Water. Gen. 6. 5— .'n1 God ſaw that the wickedneſs of Man was 
great in the earth, av ::t every imagmation of the thoughts of bis 
heart was only evil continuaily. And it repented the Lord that he bad 
made Man on the carth, and it pgrieved him at his heart, And the 
Lord ſaid, I will deſtroy man, whom I have created, from the face of 


the earth And Gen. 7. 21. And all fleſh died, that moved upon the 
earth, both of fowl, and of cattel, and of beajt, and of every creeping thing 
that creepeth upon the earth, and every man. This heavy judgment did 
God {end upon them for their Wickedneſs, when they were ſo wholly 
givenuptoit; and made tiis total riddance of all Mankind, but Noah 
and his Family. And with this Deluge of Water were they all ſur- 
prized, when they expected it not, as our Lord ſheweth, Mart. 24. 
37 —— But as the days of Noe were, ſo ſhall alſo the coming of the Son 
of man be. For as in the days that were before the flood, they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giuing in marriage, until the day that Nve 
entered into the ark,, and knew not until the flood came and took them all 
away ; ſo ſhall alſo the coming of the Son of man be, In this unexpeRed 
manner were they all wrapt up in deſtrution before they were well 
ſenſible of it. In a prodigious manner with Fire and Brimſtone from 
Heaven, did God dcſtroy the Cities of Sodom and Gomorrah -— tor 
the grievous Sin and Wickednels of them. Gen. 28. 209. And the 
Lord ſaid becauſe the cry of Sodom and Gomorrab is great, and becauſe 
their ſin is very prievous, And Gen. 19.13. Por we will deſtroy this 
Place, becauſe the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the Lord, 
and the Lord hath ſent us to deſFroy it. And v. 24, 25- Thcn the Lord 
rained upon Sodom and Gomurrah brimſtone and fire from the Lord out of 
beaven, And he overthrew thoſe cities, and all the plain and all the in- 
habitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground. 

In this aftoniſhing manner did God deſtroy thele Cities for their e- 
gregious Wickednels, and conſume them with the Fire of his Wrath: 
And thevery Ground where theſe Cites ſtood 1s turned into that Lake 
which is called thz Dead-Seca, or the Sea of the Plain. And 1n this 
rerrible De{truction were all thele Sinners ſurprized, and thought not 
of it, till the Flame was all about them, and had ſe1z2d upon them. 
Luke i7. 28,29. Likewiſe alſo as it was in the days of Lot, they did eat, 
they drank,, they bought, they ſold, they planted, they builded; But the 
{ame day that Lst went out of Sodom, it rained fire and brimffone from bea- 
wen, and deſtroyed them all, Here our Lord doth thew how they were 
furprized with this Fire from Heaven when they thougat not of ſuch a 
thing, bur were buſie in purſuing their Sins and worldly Concerns. 
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CW 1 
For their wickedneſs did God ſend ſundry Judgments and Plagues 
upon the Egyptians, as we may ſee in the Book of Exodus: And 
at the laſt in a ſurpriſing manner overwhelmed them in tlie Red 
Sea, Exod. 14. 23. And the Egyptians purſued, and went in after 
them to the midſt of the Red Sea, even all Pharaoh's Horſes and his 
Chariots, and his Horſemen. And wv. 27+ And Moſes ſtretched forth 
bis hand over the Sea, and the Sea returned to his ſtrength woen the 
wworning appeared ; and the Egyptians fled againſt it ; and the Lord 
overthrew the Egyptians in the midſt of the Sea. This ſurprifing 
deſtru&ion ſwallowed them up at the laſt. For the great wicked- 
neſs and high provocations of the Inhabitants of the Land of Ca- 
9aan did God bring a heavy Judgment upon them, to deſtroy and 
root them out of their own Land by the Children ct 1/rae!. God 
delivered the Kingdoms of Sihow and Og to Moſes, and he deſtroy. 
ed the Inhabitants thereof: Numb. 21. And Fiſuas deitroyed 3t 
Kings on the other fide Fordan ; Joſhua 6—. And we may ſee that 
this heavy judgment of the Sword came upon then to their utter 
ruin, for their great wickedneſs and abominations. Ger. 15, 16 
ſaith God to Abraham concerning his Poſterity; But in the fourth 
generation they ſhall come hither again; for the iniquity of the Amories 
2s not yet {ol - Hereby intimating, that when their Iniquity was 
full ripe for Judgment, they were to but cut off for it. And faich 
Moſes, Deut. 18, 12, For all that do theſe things, are an abomination 
unto the Lord: and becauſe of theſe abominations, the Lord thy God 
deth drive them out from before thee. Tt is clear that they were driven our 
and deſtroyed for their great wickedneſs and abominable practices. 
And we may ſee that God's own People the Fews were often ſcour- 
ged by other Nations, and ſold into their hands for their own wick- 
edneſs and for revolting from God. Fudges 2. 13, 14. And they 
forſook the Lord ; and ſerved Baal and Aſhtaroth. And the anger of 
the Lord was hot againſt Iſrael, and be delivered them into the bands 
of ſpoilers, that ſpoiled them ; and he ſold them into the hands of their 
Enemis round about, ſo that they could not any longer ſtand before their 
Enemies, And we may read that God did often puniſh and affli& 
them wich the neighbouring Nations for their wickednels towards 
him : With the Meſopotamiens, and Meabites, and others, Fadges 3. 
with the Canaanites, Jadg. 4. with the Midianites and others, Fudg. 6. 
with the Pbi/ifines and Ammonites, Fudg. 10, With thele and others 
did God often {courge them, and afterwards let the. Afyrians and: 
Chaldeans carry them away Captive out of their own Land, for their 
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them returned no more, and the other was kept in Captivity for 
the ſpace of ſeventy Years, as we may ſee in the end of 2 Kings, 
and 2 Chronicles, And, as our ble{ſed Lord had told them, when 
they were fallen to great wickedneſs again, That except they re- 
pented, they ſhould periſh as the Galileans did ; fo, for want of their 
repentance any amendment, did Go fend a moſt heavy Judgment 
epen them about 38 or 39 Years after our Saviour's Death, and 
the Romans did deſtroy and root them out of their own Land in 
the end, "Tre Sword of the Enemy without, and Famine and Peſti- 
lence and inceitine Broils within, did make moſt miſerable havock 
of them. The Famine was ſo ſharp in Feruſalem, that they eat 
their own Cinidien through extream hunger, as Moſes long before 
had told them : And the {laughter of the Fews of all forts that 
died friſt and Jaft in the compaſs of a few Years, by Sword, Fa- 
mine an Peſtiience, was ſo great, that there periſhed above four- 
teen hundred Thouſand Perſons, as it is reported. By theſe, and 
the i!ic Examples. we may ſee that God hath often ſent very ſore 
and orvy Judgments and Calamities upon the Inhabitants of the 
Worla {or their g-eat Sin and Rebcllion againſt him. 


And now as for our ſelves, we can plead no exemption from 
fich Judgments of God : We have no cauſe to believe, that our Age 
and our Nation ſhould be free from the Scourges of Divine Provi- 
dence, and the Laſhes of God's Rod, when others have ſmarted ſo 
forely under it, and been puniſhed in this dreadful manner, if we 
commit Sin and Wickzdneſs as they have done. When our ins 
grow clamorous towards Heaven, and aſcend up like the Cry. of 
Sodim, and call for Judgient upon us, we may weil expect that 
God will hear the cry of them, and be moved to wrath, and come 
down 1n vengeance upon us. We are to know that our condition 
1s the ſame with others; and that theſe menaces and threatnings of 
Judgments and Calamntics to others, are to be ſuch to us, when our fins. 
and tranſgreſſions grow great, as theirs did, and wax 11pe for puniſh- 
ment: And theſe Judgments and Plagues that have fallen upon others, 
are to be Warnings to us, what we are to expect, if we become great: 
rranſgreffors ike them, as the ApcRle ſh:weth, £ Cor. 10. 5—11; 
Now all theſe things happened unto them for Examples; and they are 
written for our Admonition up; whom the ends of the World are come, 
And the 2 Per. 2.6. Andit we do but ferio:ily mind how black. and 
dark our Land 1s grown with all kind of wickedneſs, and how little 
Light appears. ic; how bold and daring Sin and. Profaneneſs 1s 
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grown, and what high Aﬀ:onts and Provocations are off:red againft 
Heaven ; we may well conclude that the righ:eous God above will 
not always keep filence, but that his patience and foronzarancs will 
be tyred out, and that he will come 1n wrath to revenge himſelf, 
and to ſtill ſuch Clamors and hideous cries that will not let him 
reſt; and to eaſe himſelt of his Adverſaries, and to vindicate his 
Honour and Worſhip and Dread here among Men. We may lez 
that the unprofitable Husbandmen were to be deſtroved, and the 
Vineyard co be let out to ſuch Husbandmen as ſhould render the 
Fruits thereof; Mat.21. 41. And uf we obſerve how licle the blefizd 
word of God is regarded, how ſome have nat patience enough ta 
hear it; and that others lay 1t but little to heart, and let it have 
but little influence upon their lives co lead thein accordingly ; we 
may juſtly fear that God will not ſuffer his blefſe4 Word to be 
ſo {lighted and contemned by us, but will remove our Candleſtick, 
and his bleſſed Word and Light from us, and leave us to grope 
in the dark a while, that we may know the better how to: value 
ſich a Mercy, when we have ſuffered a while ſor want of it. And 
if we do not repent, but proceed on in wickedneſs and add new 
{ins to our old ones ; if beſides our former tranſgreflions and pro- 
vocations, we fall to that groſs Idolatry which is 1n the Roman 
Church, which God declares he ſo much deteſts and abhors, we 
may well expect that the Beeſom of Deſtruction will ſweep us a- 
way in the end; and that the Sword or ſome other Inſtrument of 
Divine Vengeance will cut us off at the laſt. And what Judg- 
ments ſcever befall us, we are to know that the hand of Gad is 
therein, and that he ſuffzrs them to light upon us for our fin and 
wickedneſs. And that Men may be prepared againſt ſuch dread- 
ful Judgments of God, and not ſurprized with them; that they may 
repent, and provide for their eſcape and ſecurity at ſuch a time, 15 
Warning uſually given ; and ſo we lee it is here. 


II. Here we ſee that Warning was to be given in the Church 
and among his People, that this dreadful Day of the Lord was 
coming and nigh at hand to them. Blow ye the Trumpet in Zion, 
and\ ſound an Alarm in my boly Mountam— for the Day of the Lord 
cometh, for it is nigh at hand. | | 

Here the Prophet uſeth Metaphorical Exprefiions alluding to the 
Camp and Military Afﬀairs, as I conceive, when he bids the Trumpet 
to be blown and an Alarm to be ſounded. The Trumoet indeed 

was uſed -among the 1aelites for other purpoſes belides Martial 
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Aﬀairs, viz. to aſſemble the Congregation for the worſhip of God, 
and for Conſultations, &c. Bur here the Prophet having joined 
the Alarm with it, he ſeemeth to allade to Martal and Military 
Afﬀairs, when the Trumpet is blown, and an Alarm 1s ſounded ac 
he ſudden and unexpected approach of an Enemy, that they might 
put themſelves into as good a poſture of defence as is poſlible for 
the reception of them, that they might be able to ſtand valiantly 
againſt them, and not be overcome by ſuch a ſudden Aſſault, and 
be beaten and routed by them. And fo here the Prophet ſhew- 
eth, that as the Trumpet is to be blown and a loud Alarm to be 
founded at the unexpetted coming of an Enemy ; ſo was Procla- 
mation to be made, and Warning to be given at the approach and 
coming of this dreadful Day of the Lord. And this was to be done 
in Zion, that is, in Feruſolem, the chief City of the Fews; for 
Zim was a part of this Renowned City; and in God's Holy Moun- 
tain, that is, where the Sacred Temple of his Worſhip ſtood, or 
rather in the Land of Fades, where God's peculiar People dwelt, 
Which {cems here to me to be called God 5s Holy Mountain. 


From hence I ſhall endeayour to ſhew how God doth uſually give 
Warning to all, but eſpecially to ſuch as will hearken to his voice 
and. take Warning, when ſuch a Day of Judgment and Tribulation 
and Deſtruction is coming upon Men, that they may prepare for 
it, and for their own ſafery and ſecurity in it. 


Such 1s the wonderful Love of God to Mankind, that he deſires 
not the death of ſinner, but is earneſt with them to perſtade them 
to repent and be ſaved. Ezek. 33. 4i. As 1 Jive, ſaith the Lord 
God, I have no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but that the wick- 
ed ſhould turn from his way and live : Turn ye, turn ye from your 
&vil ways; for why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael ? So. unwilling is 
he that any ſhould periſh, and fo earneſtly and paſſionately as it 
were, does he deſ{zre that all ſhould be ſaved. And as God 15s un- 
willing that any ſhould periſh at other times; fo is he alſo unwil- 
lng that any ſhould periſh when he comes to ſweep with the 
Beeſom. of Deſtruction, and brings ſome dreadful day of darkneſs 
upon Men, which he is forced to do by their great wickedneis. 
Ut any finner will repent and return from the error of his ways 
at the proclaiming and denouncing of ſuch Judgments as God is 
determined to bring upon that place, (ſuch is the love of God to 
Mankind) he ſhall Karo Warning, that he may repent and be my 
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ot be ſwallowed with deſtru&ion-, but that His Soul may 
_— up in the ks, A of Life. God does bear long with ſin- 
ners before he comes in wrath to avenge himſelf upon them, and: 
gives them ſpace to repent before he comes to cut them off. He: 
deals with all Nations as he ſaith he did with myſterious Fezebel ;. 
Rev.2, 21. And I gave her (pace to repent of ber Fornication, and ſhe re- 
pented not, And that Men may repent and turn at laſt to God, 
when he is coming in Judgment upon them, he does uſually give 
Warning of his coming, and does ſend his Heralds before to- 
declare and denounce his open War againſt them, that they may 
come to terms of Peace at the laſt, and accept of his Overtures 
of Mercy, before he draws his Sword and makes ready his Arrows 
againſt them; That his Proceedings may appear to be juſt, and 
equal, and merciful, to all the World ; and that ſach as will, may 
then rake Warning, and provide for their eſcape and Salvation. 
This 1 have in part ſhewed already, That God doth uſually gwe 
Warning before he comes in Judgment and brings a dark and gloomy: 
Day upon a Land and Nation. All thoſe threatnings of fuch dread- 
ful Days of the Lord by the Prophets, which 1 have mentioned,. 
do prove this, that God doth uſually give Warning before he 
Rrikes in wrath, and ſtretcherh- out his direful Hand upon us. 
And this alſo we may ſee in many remarkable Inſtances, that the 
People and Servants of God have notice and warning at fach a 
time, and ſuch to whom Warning will do good, and uſually all 
others. When God deftroyed the old World wich that dreadful 
Flood of Water, Noah had Warning hereof, and was inſtructed 
how to provide for his eſcape from this Judgment, by preparing 
an Ark for himſelf and his Family. Gen. 6. 13, 14. And God 
ſaid unto Noah, the end of all fleſh is come before me; for the earth 
is filled with wiolence through them; and behold I will deſtroy them with 
the earth Make thee an rk of Gopher Wood ; Rooms ſhalt thou make 
m the Ark, and (halt pitch it within and wiuhout with Pitch. This 
warning-and diretion did God give Noah for his eſcape. And 
Warning was given of this. diſmal Day 120 Years before it came,. 
as we may gather from. Gen, 6. 3. And the Lord ſaid, my Spirit 
ſhali not always ſtrive with Man, for that he alſo is Fleſh; yea his aays. 
fhal} be an hundred and twenty years. Theſe Years were to be al- 
lowed him before he was to be cut off with the Waters of a Flood, 
as ſeems moſt probable. And in this time there 1s no queſtion but- 
Noab (and other good Men perhaps too) did preach Repentance- 
to the old World, and warn them. of this Judgment . that was 
COmMming.. 
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coming upon thzm. And by his Preaching and making an Ark 
before them were they warned to repent and prepare ſor their eſcape 
that they might not periſh, And as much as this w2 may gather 
from the ſacred Scriptures Noah was a preacher of Righteouſ- 
neſs, as St. Peter ſheweth, 2 Pet. 2. «. And faith he of Chriſt, 
1 Pet, 3. 19, 29. By which alſo he went and preached unto the Spi- 
rits ia Priſon, which ſome time were d'/ovedient , when once the long- 
ſuffering of God waited in the days of Noah , while the Ark was a 
preparing. Chriſt by his Spirit in Noah, and other ways, did preach 
Reventance to rhem, and warn ttm, as we may conclude, when 
God's Long-ſuffering waited for their Converſion in ' the days of 
Noah. And ſauh the Apoſtle, Heb. 11. 75. By faith Noah being 
warned of God of things not ſeen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an 
Ark for the ſaving of his Houſe, by the which he condemned the World — 
Noab had warning of this Dftrucion, and took warning and pre- 
pared againſt it; And by his preaching and building an Ark were 
others warned of it; but being hardened in their wickedne(s, they 
believed ic not, and did not prepare againit ic, but were ſtill ſar- 

rized therein. When God was about to deſtroy Sodowz, he ſent 
th Angels to warn Lot of this dreadful Judgment of Fire from Hea- 
ven, that he might provide for his eſcape, that he might not be 
conſumed in it. Gen. 19.12,13. And the men ſaid unto Lot, haſt thou 
bere any beſides? Son in law, and thy Sons aud thy Daughters, and 
whatſoever thou haft in the City , bring them out of this place, For 
we will deftroy this place, becauſe the cry of them is waxen preat be. 
fore the face of the T.ord, and the Lord hath ſent us to deſtroy t, And 
V. 15. And when the morning aroſe, then the Angels haſtened Lot, 
ſaying, ariſe, take thy Wife, and thy two Daughters , which are here, 
leſt thou be conſumed in the iniquity of the City, Here we ſee that 
the Angels of God give Lot warning of this terrible Judgment that 
God was bringing upon them , that he might provide for his e- 
ſcape, and not periſh therein. And Lot ſeems to be ſent as a 
preacher of Righteouſneſs and Repentance among them before 
this heavy deſtruction came upon them; and it is probable that he 
let them know that their ſinful deeds were like to bring the curſe 
of God upon them. For he, as St. Peter ſaith, 2 Per. 2. 7. was 
wvexed with the filthy converſation of the wicked, And he warned his 
Sons in law of this Judgment; but they heeded not his' warning, 
but looked upon it as vain and idle talk. Ger. 19. 14. And Lot 
went out, and (pake unto his Sons in law which married his Daugh- 
ters, and ſaid, up, get ye out of this place ; for the Lord will deſtroy 
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this City ; but be ſeemed as one that mocked unto his Sons in law. We may 
{ze that the Servants of God and others had warning of this moſt 
dreadful Judgment upon Soedom—, that they might prepare againſt 
it ; and righteous Lot, we ſee, took warning and provided tor his 
elcape : And if there had been any other Perfon in Sodom, that 
would have repented, and have turned from his wickedneſs to God, 
upon warning of this Judgment , *I doube not but that he ſhould 
have had warning, that he might have been ſaved and preſerved 
from this Judgment. But ſuch are the ways of thoſe that are 
hardened 1n their wickedne(s, and have ſold themſelves to work 
evil, that no warning of Judgment will work upon chem, as we 
ſee it would not upon Lor's Sons in law. And: ſaith Abraham 1n 
the Parable concerning the Rich Man's Brethren, Luke 16. 31. 
If they bear not Moles and the Prophets, neither will they be perſuaded, 
tho one roſe from the dead. And if the contemners of God's Word 
will not be perſuaded to repent by one riſing from the dead, and 
warning them of the fearful Judgments of God 1n another World, 
which he hath been an eye-witneſs of; we may be ſure that the 
temporal Judgments of this Life, though dreadtul enough, will not' 
be able to work upon them, but that they will bs ſurprized ſtill 
with them, after they have had fair warning , as Lot's Sons in law 
were. When: God deſtroyed the Inhabitants of the Land of Ca- 
aan, they ſeem to have had warning of it by the Armies of the 
T/raelites approaching towards them, and abiding near them, and 
by that fear that God ſent upon them. And we may fee thar” 
Rahab the Harlot, that feare4 God, took warning hereat, and made 
| Preparation that ſhe might eſcape this Judgment of God upon them. 
TFoſhua 2. 9—— And ſhe ſaid unto the men, I know that the Lord 
bath given you the. Land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and 
that all- the Inhabitants of the Land faint becauſe of you; for we have” 
heard bow the Lord dryed up the water of the Red Sea, when ye came out 
of Egypt, and what you did unto the two Kings of the Amorites, 
And upon her hiding of the Spies ſaith ſhe, v. 12. Now therefore 
1 pray you, ſwear unto me by the Lord, ſince 1 have ſhewed you kind- 
nels, that ye will alſo ſhew kindneſs unto my Father's houſe , and give 
me a true token: And that ye. will ſave alive my Father, and my 
Mother, and my Brethren --. And faith the Apoſtle, Heb. 11. 31. 
By f4it9 the .t4ariot Rahab periſhed not with them that believed mt, 
when (hz bad recetved the Spies with peace, The: Harlot Rabab ſhews 
eth, that th:y had warning: of this Judgment of God upon them, 
and jhe cook warning and. eſcaped. . When God was determined 
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to deſtroy the Ninevites, if they had not repented , he ſends the 
Prophet Fonah to warn them that the Judgment of God was coming 
upon them, that they might repent and amend, and ſo prevent 
their ruin and deſtruction. TFonah 3. 1— And the word of the Lord 
came unto Jonah. the ſecond time, ſaying ; Ariſe go unto Nineveh:rbar 
great City, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee. Ss Jonah 
aroſe, and went unto Nineveh according to the word of the Lord. 
And wv. 4. And Jonah began to enter into the City a days journey, and 
he cryed, and ſaid, Yet for days and Nineveh ſhall be overthrown. 
'This warning did God give them of their approaching ruin and 
deftrugion, that they might prepare againſt it, and by a general 
Repentance and een prevent it. And here we may ze 
that the Ninevites took warning and repented and wrned from 
their evil ways, and ſo prevented this Judgment of God from 


coming upon them after 1t. was denounced againſt them ; Jonas 


3.5—. And if the old World, and the Inhabitants of Sodom would 
have done ſo, there is no doubt but that they might have pre- 
vented the heavy Judgments of. God that befell them. God ſuffi 
ciently declared his proneneſs to Mercy in the matter of Sodom, when 
he told Abraham, Ger. 18. 32. That if he found but ten righteous 
Men in Sodom, he would ſpare the whole City for their ſakes. 
Again we may ſee that the Fews had warning of that. Judgment. and 
Deſtruction that came upon them after our Saviour's death, by the Ro- 
enens. Our Saviour warned them of it when he was with them, Luk. 13. 
1— and told them, that they ſhould periſh as the Galileans had done, 
if they repented not. And in ſeveral places we may ſce- that- he 


warned his Diſciples of it. Matth. 24.—32— Now learn a Parable 
of the Fig-tree, when his branch is tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye 


&now that Summer is nigh ; ſo likewiſe ye, when ye ſhall ſee all theſe things, 
know that it is near, even at the doors. Verily I ſay unto you, this ge- 
neration ſhall not paſs, till all theſe things be fulfilled, And the fiery 
Sword that hung over them ſome time before, and:ſuch- ſignal Ads 
of Providence did warn them, that what our Saviour had foretold 
was coming upon them. And by theſe, and ſome Divine Admo- 
nition which the Chriſtians had , as fome conceive, at the with- 
drawing of the Roman Armies from Ferujalem, the Chriſtians took 
warning, and tied all from thence. beyond Fordan, and were pre- 
ſerved; and there were no Chriſtians in Fer«ſalem when Tins came 
againſt ic, and beſieged it, as is reported. * By theſe, and ſuch Ex- 
amples, we may ſee that God doth give notice and warning to 
his People and Servants, and ſuch as will cake warning, and uſually 
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to all others, when he is bringing any Judgment and Deſtruction upon 
a place, that they may repent and provide for their Security at fuch a 
dreadful time. And righteous Men do take Warning and are preſerved, 
uſing the Means that God ordereth for their preſervation ; and ſome do 
repent at ſucha time, and ſo avoid the Judgment that is coming upon 
them : But ſome will take no warning, but ſtill proceed on in Wicked- 
neſs, and after all the Warning that is given them, will ſtill, through 
their unbelief, be ſurprized with Deſtruction, before they are well ſen- 
{ible that it is coming upon them. 


And as for our ſelves, beſides what I have ſaid before, Archbiſhop 
Uſber, that Reverend Prelate, hath Jong fincc told us what a dread- 
ful Time 1s coming upon us; and the great preparations that are 
made for War, and the Noiſes of Guns that are heard, and the 
ſeveral Attempts that have been made, and other Occurrences, 
wherein there ſeems to me to be ſomething of the Finger of God, 
do admoniſh and warn us, that Miſery and Deſtruction are ready 
to come upon us, and call us all to a ſpeedy and deep Repentance. 
And by all theſe let us be awaked out of our Carnal Security and 
Vain Confidence, that we may not be ſurprized like blind Fools, 
but may be wiſe betimes and provide for our own Preſervation and 
Salvation, that we periſh not. And 


HI. We have here the Duty which the Prophet exhorted them to, 
upon the coming of this Day of the Lord upon them, briefly in 
theſe Words; Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble. And this 
Duty he more largely infiſteth on in this Chapter. And here we 
ſee that the Exhortation 1s general, and all are to be concerned 
and moved to fear and trembling at the coming of this Day. 


From hence I ſhall endeavour to ſhew ſomething of the Duty 
which we are to ſet upon, when ſuch a dreadful Day of the Lord is 
apprehended to be coming and near at hand. And here the Pro- 
phet layeth the Foundation of ſuch a Duty, viz. to be moved to 
Fear and Trembling, and this will ſet us to Repentance and Amend- 
ment, and to cry mightily to Almighty God for Pardon, and Mercy, 
and Help. This is one of the firſt Principles in Wiſdom's 
School. Pſal. 111. 10. The fear of the Lord ((aith the Pſalmiſt) i 
the beginning of Wiſdom, The fearing of God's great and dreadful 
Majelty, who is a Conſuming Fire, Heb. 12, 29+ and the trembling 
. at his terrible judgments and puniſhments that are threatned againſt 
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Sinners, 15 commonly the firſt thing that moveth them to break off 
their Sins and Wickedneſs, and to ſet upon a righteous Courſe of 
Lice. When Men are ſtricken to the Heart with a ſenſe of God's 
Wrath, then will they cry out with great earneſtneſs like the Jailor, 
Atts 16.30. Siri, what muſt I do to be ſaved? And with ſuch a 
ſenſe are Men to be touched, when a dreadiul Day of Judgment 
is apprehended to be coming upon us; and,then they will be ready to 
do what they well can for their own preſervation, that they may e- 
ſcape God's fiery Indignation. And what we are further to do here- 
upon at ſuch a time, we are taught by the Prophet Foe!, and other 
places of Scripture; And 


Firſt,We are,at the apprehenſion and approach of ſuch(a dreadful Day, 
to faſt, and uſe ſome abſtinence from our ordinary Food; and to re- 
frain from ſuch pleaſures, and delights, and recreations, which may 
be lawful at any other time; and co withdraw our Hearts and Minds 
from too great an Intenſneſs upon worldly Cares and earthly Con- 
cerns. This 1s our Duty at ho Times, but more eſpecially when 
we are to attone andappeaſle an incenſed and angry God, and to turn 
away his Wrath fromus; and ſuch is our Work when a day of Ven- 
geance 1s coming upon us. And this Duty of Faſting is here enjoined 
by the Prophet Joel. Foel 1. 14. Santtifie ye a faſt; call a ſolemn aj. 
ſembly ; gather the elders, and all the inhabitants of the land into the 
houſe of the Lord your God —— And Foel 2. 12. Therefore alſo now, 
ſaith the Lord, turn ye even to me with all your heart, and with faſting, 
and with weeping, and with mourning. This is here plainly preſcribed 
and commanded by the Prophet, that a Faſt ſhould be ſan&tihed and 
ſet apart upon this very Occaſion of the coming of this dreadful 
Day of the Lord upon them; that they ſhould curb and reſtrain them- 
ſelves herein, and deny themſelves ſomething 1n the ordinary Refreth- 
ment of their uſual Food. And we may ſce thatit hath been a com- 

' mon practice with Men to faſt, and deny themſelves the ordinary 
Refreſhment of Eating and Drinking, when they wouid intercede 
with Almighty God to avert and.turn away his Wrath, and procure 
his Favour ; and that a good ſucceſs hach ofc attended it. When the 
Iſraelites would obtain Help of God againſt the Benjamites, by whom 
they had been twice bcaten and a great number ot them ſlain, they 
faſted, and after had good Succeſs againtt them. Fad. 20, 2... 
When Abab was threarned with evil from the Lord by the Prophect 

 Eljab, he faſted and humbled himſelf before God, and obtained a 
procraſtination of the Evil till aſter his days, 1 King. 21. ; ay 

en 


I GGOumuGICGe Oo 


(27) 
When Haman had procured of King Abaſuerus to have the Fews de- 
ſtroyed, they faſted, and mourned, and wept, ſeeking to prevent and 
avoid this deſtruction that was decreed againſt them; and after did 
obtain Favour and Help in this Matter. Eſther. 4 And when the 
Ninevites were threatned with Deſtruction from God by the Prophet 
Fonab, they aſed very great faſting —- Fonah 3. 5— $89 the people 
of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a faſt, and put on ſackcloth, 
from the greateſt of them even to the leaſt of them And by their 
Faſting and Repentance, &c. tney obtained a Revocation of tus 
Judgment after 1t was denounced againſt them by the Prophet, and 
it was not executed upon them. By theſe, and other Examples we 
may ſee that this hath been the uſnai practice of Men, when they 
would turn away ſome Judgment, and obtain Mercy at God's hand, 
to faſt and uſe other auſterities towards themſelves, as to cover them- 
ſelves with Sackcloth, and to lie down in Duſt and Aſhes, or co 
cover themſelves with them, and to humble themlelves greatly be- 
fore Almighty God. And then are we to withdraw our minds from 
our pleaſures, and delights, and recreations, as not ſuiting well wich 
a time of Mourning and Faſting. And this the Prophet ſheweth 
here.. Toel 2. 16. Let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the 
bride out of ber cloſet. And faith God by the Prophet Iſaiah, com- 
plaining of the Faſts of the Fews. 1/2. 58. 3. Behold in the day 
of your faſt you find pleajure, and exatt all your labours. And the In- 
ſtruments of Muſhck were not brought befng King Darivs, when he 
faſted for Daniel. Dan. 6. 18. And then are Men alſo to with- 
draw their Hearts and Minds a little from their Worldy Concerns and 
Earthly Matters, and not to be too much taken up with them. Luk. 
21, 34— And take beed to your ſelves (ſaith our Lord) leſt at any 
time your hearts be overcharged with ſurfeiting, and drunkenneſs, and 
cares of thu life, and (o that day come upon you unawares : For as a 
ſnare ſhall it come ox all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth. 


 Bythele, and ſuch places, we fee that we are to faft, and to refi ain 


trom our pleaſures and delights, and to take our Hearts off from 
too great an Intenſneſs upon worldly Concerns and mundaize Af. 
fairs, when we apprehend a dreadful Day of the Lord to be comin 
upon us: And now eſpecially doth it behove us ſo todo, and to fa 
frequently upon this account. 


Secondly, When ſuch a dreadful Day is drawing near, and at hand, 
we are toafflict our Minds as well as our Bodies, and to mourn, and 
weep, and bewail our own fintulneſs and vileneſs, and our great 
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tranſgreftions and provocations, which we have committed towards 
Almighty God. We are thento lay aſide all high and proud thoughts 
and vain conceits of our ſelves, and to call all our fins and evil ways 
zo mind, and to be deeply humbled for them: We are then to be 
truly forrowful and grieved at our very hearts, that we have fo un- 
gratefully broken the ſacred Commands of Almighty God, andhave 
made ſo ltght of them: We are then to repent of our fins and for- 
ſake them, and to undo them as much as we can ; and to clear our 
hands and our hearts of all flthineſs and vileneſs, and to make {a- 
eisfa&tion for all the Injuries and Wrongs that we have. done to others, 
'This we are to do at ail times, but more eſpecially when God comes 
down to Judge the Inhabitants of the Earthin ſuch an eminent and 
remarkable manner, and to make a diſcrimination, and to put a dif- 
ference between ths Righteous and the Wicked : Then are we in a 
more eſpecial manner to prepare for ſuch a coming of Almighty God 
2Mong us, and to purifie and make clean our ſelves for ſuch a Luſtra- 
tion and Vit, and to take care that our Habitations and Doors may 
bz cleanſ:d from all fin and filthineſs, and ſo diſtinguiſhed from all 
the reſt of the {inful World ; that when the deſtroying Angel is ſent 
forth, he may ſee it, and paſs over our Dwellings, that we may eſcaps 
the Laſh of his Rod, and the Stroke of his Blow, when he comes to 
puniſh and deſtroy. And 


1. We may ſee that this is enjoyned by ſeveral places in the ſacred 
Word of God, that we are then to mourn and weep, and to repent 
and turn from our ſins and evil ways, when a dreadful Day of the 
L.ordis coming upon us; and that if we do fo, we may then hope to 
find Mercy. And this the Prophet Foe! here ſheweth ; Foe! 2. 12--- 
Therefore alſo now, faith the Lord, Turn ye even to me with all your heart, 
and with faſting, and with weeping, and with mourning : And rent your 
heart and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God ; for he is 
pracious and merciful, ſlow to anger, and of great kindneſs, and repenteth 
vim of the evil, This 1sthe Courſe that we are to take at ſuch a time, 
ro mourn and weep, and to be heartily forry for our miſdoings, and 
ro turn from them to God ; and then we are like to attone and ap- 
eaſe him, becauſe he 1s gracious and prone to mercy. And ſaith God 
oy the Prophet 1/aiah 1. 16. Waſh ye, make ye clean, put away the evil 
« yur doings from before mine eyes, ceaſe to do evil, learn to do 
well And v. 19, 20, If ye be willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat 
the good of the land, But if ye refuſe and rebel, ye ſhall be devoured 
with the [word 5 for the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it, And 1\. 
| 55» 
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55, 7, Let the wicked forſake bis way, and the unrighteous man hi 
thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon 
him; and to our God, for be will abundantly pardon, And as at other 
times, ſo alſo at the coming of his Judgments will he ſhew mercy 
when this Courſe is taken, and Men forſake their Sins and ſinful 
Deeds and Ways. And God complaineth of the Fews by his 
Prophet, that they faſted for Strife and Wickedneſs ; and tells them 
that the Faſt that he had choſen, was to looſe the bands of Wicked- 
neſs, and to undo their finful Deeds. I/a. 58. 4. Behold ye faft 
for ſtrife, and debate, and to ſmite with the fiſt of wickedneſs: Te 
ſhall not faſt as ye do this day, to make your woice to be heard on 
high. Ts it ſuch @ faſt that 1 have choſen? a day for a man to affii& 
his ſoul? is it to bow down his Head as a bul-ruſh , and to ſpread ſack- 
cloth and aſhes under him? IWilt thou call this a faſt, and an acceptable 
day to the Lord? Is mot this the faſt that I have choſen? To looſe the 
bands of wickedneſs, t0 undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppreſſed go 
free, and that ye break every yoke ? Here we ſee that an outward 
ſhew of Faſting, and Humiliation, and Sorrow, ſo long as Sin and 
Wickedneſs are lodged and remain in the Heart, and we turn not 
from our evil Ways, will not pleaſe God, nor appeaſe him towards 
us, and turn away his wrath from us: But we ſee that the Faſt that 
he hath choſen, and which will pleaſe him, is to undo all our wicked 
as, and to repent of them, and utterly to forſake them, and to have 
no more to do with them ; and to make fatisfa&tion for the Injuſtice 
and Unrighteouſneſs, and [njuries, which we have done to others. 
And ſaith the Prophet Feremiah 4. 1. If thou wilt return, O Iſrael, 
ſaith the Lord, return unto me; and if thou wilt put away thine abomi- 
nations out of my ſight, Then ſhalt: thou not remove. And v. 4. Circumciſe 
Jour ſelves to the Lord, and take away the fore-skins of your heart, ye men 
of Fudah and inhabitants of Feruſalem, leſt my fury come forth like fire, 
and burn that none can quench it ; becauſe of the evil of your doings, Their 
Abominations, their idolatrous and ſinful Practices were to be put a> 
way and Jaid aſide, and they were to returnto God in Sincerity and 
Truth; and then they were not to remove and be carried away 
Captive by their Enemies. And they were to Circumcile their Heart, 
and to take away all Supeifluity of Naughtineſls and Wickedneſs 
from thence, if they would have God's Fury-to be averted and kept 
trom breaking out upon them: And ſo arewe todo when our Caſe and 
Condition is paralle! with theirs. And v. 14 O Teruſalem , waſh 
thine heart from wickedneſs, that thow mayſ# be ſaved: How long ſhall 
thy vain thoughts lodge within thee? Feruſalem's Heart 1s tobe [7 
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from wickedneſs, that ſhe might be ſaved: And fo are others to do, 
that at any time expe and defire to be ſaved and delivered. And 
thoſe that forſake their Sins ſhall find Mercy, as the wiſe Man ſhew- 
eth; Prov. 28. 13. He that covereth his ſins ſhall not proſper ; but 
whoſo confeſſeth and forſaketh them , ſhall have mercy, There 1s no 
way to procure Mercy but this. And our Lord told the Fews, as [ 
have ſhewed, That they ſhouid periſh as the Galileans had done, if 
they did not repent of, and amend their ſinful doings; Luke 13. 
3» 5- And this is the DireRion that S. Fames gives to procure the 
Favour of God, and to obtain his Help and Mercy ; To be affli- 
&ed, andto mourn for our Sins, and to purifie our Hands and Hearts 
from all things that are ſinful and evil. Fam. 4. 8— Draw nigh 
fo God, and he will draw nigh to you: Cleanſe your bands, ye (inners; and 
purifie your hearts, ye double-minded; Be afflited, and mourn, and weep; 
let your laughter be turned into mourning, and your jay to heavineſs. 
Humble your ſelves in the ſight of the Lord, and he ſhall lift you up. 
And this Courſe are we then eſpecially co take, when a dreadful Day 
of Judgment 15 coming upon us , and we would turn away the Wrath 
of God from us; Then are we to weep and mourn, and afflit our 
ſelves; to call our fins and evil doings to mind, and to be truly 
humbled for them, and to repent of them, and to be grieved and ſore 
vexed that we have committed them ; That we have been ſo fooliſh 
and unwiſe as to flight Wiſdom's Voice, and to err and wander fo far 
from the paths of Life and Happineſs: And that we have been ſo un- 
grateful and unthankful co Almighty God our great Creator, as to 
tranſgreſs the juſt and righteous Laws that he hath ſer before us, and 
not to hearken to thz Voice of his Word: Then are we to grow 
quite out of love with our ſins, and to loath and abhor them, 
 andto ſhut our Hands and Hearts clear of them, and to reſolve firm- 
ly to have no more to do with them: Then we are to wiſh with all 
our Heart and Soul that we had never committed them, and to 
unravel and undo them again as muck as we can, by making Reſti- 
eution of all that we have unjuſtly taken or gotten, and ſatisfaction 
for all the Injuries and Wrongs that we have done; and to repair 
and make good again all the Breaches that we have any ways made 
among Mortals and the reſt of Mankind by our Sins and Tran(\- 
greflions, either in their Souls, Bodies, Goods, or good Name, fo far 


as it1s pofible for us to do, 


2. We may ſee that this alſo hath been the practice of Men, 


when they would turn away God's anger, and obtain his —_ 
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and mercy, To mourn and weep and humble themſelves before 
God, and to repent of their fins and toturn from them, When 
Abab heard the Evil that og cn was ſent to denounce againſt him 
and his Houſes, he humbled himſelf greatly before God , and 91d 
thereby obtain ſo much favour and mercy from God, as to have 
it deferred and prolonged till after his diys. 1 Kwmgs 12. 19 Seeſt 
thou bow Ahab hbumbleth himſelf before me? ((auth God to the Pro- 
phet) becauſe be bumbleth himſelf before me , I will not bring the evil 
in his days, but in his Son's days will T bring the evil »pon his Houſe: 
So taking was his Humiliation with God. When the Children of 
Iſrael were diſtreſſed by the Philitines and Ammonit's, they hum- 
bled themſelves before God, and canfeſſ24 and turned from their 
fins and evil ways; and he had pity upon them, and i2nt them 
deliverance. Judges 10. 15, 16. And the Children of Iirael ſaid un- 
to the Lord, we have ſinned, do thou nnto us whatſoever feemeth good 
unto thee, deliver us only, we pray thee, this day. And they put away 
the ffrange Gods from among them, and ſerved the Lord ; and bs ſoul 
was grieved for the miſery of Iſrael. And afterward did he fend 
them deliverance, as we may ſee in the next Chapter. And we 
may ſee that the Ninevite; turned from their finful and evil ways, 
and the wickednefs that they had been guilty of, when they ſought 
to turn away God's Judgment from them, which the Prophec 
Fonab had denounced againſt them ; and that for this reaſon eſpe- 
cially, God repented and did not bring that deſtruction upon them, 
which he had threatned againſt therm, Fonah 3. $— But let man 
and beaſt be covered with Sackcloth (ſaith the King) and cry mightily 
wnto God ; yea let them turn every one from his evil way, and from 
the violence that is in their hands. Who can tell if God owill turn, and 
repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we periſh not? And 
God ſaw their works, that they turned from their evil way ; and God 
repented of the evil, that be had ſaid , that he would do unto them, 
and be did it not, The repenting and turning from the evil of cheir 
ways, was the great reaſon that moved God to repent and turn 
fiom the evil that he intended to bring upon them. And theſe 
Examples are to inſtruct us, what we are to do in ſuch a caſe; 
That we are then likewiſe tro mourn and weep, and to be truly 
humbled and ſorrowful for all our fins and tranſgreflions of God's 
molt righteous Laws and Commandments; and to repent and for- 
ſake our fins and iniquities, and to undo them as much as we 
can, by making reſtitution and ſatisfaction for aſl the evils and 
wrongs that we ' have done to others; and firmly to refolve, thar, 
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through God's bleſſed help and afliſtance, we will no more com- 
mit the like, but walk in his fear and in obedience to his ſacred 
Commandments. 


Thirdly, We are at ſuch a time to ſet more earneſtly upon the 
-works of Righteouſneſs, and Piety, and Mercy. We are indeed 
at other times, but then eſpecially when we apprehend a dread- 
ful Day of the Lord to be coming upon us, nor only to ceaſe to 
do Evil, but to learn to do Well, and to ſet more vigoriouſly upon 
a righteous and holy Life, carefully obſerving all the Commands 
of God; and are to be then more zzalous and abounding in the 
works of Piety, and Charity, and Mercy. We are then to be 
more frequent and fervent at our Devotions and Services to Al- 
mighty God ; we are then to be more watchful over our ſelves, 
that we tranſgreſs not in any particular, and more ſtrictly to ob- 
ſerve all the Rules of Juſtice ; And we are then to be more li- 
beral and open-handed to the Needy and Neceflitous, and more 
ready and forward to forgive all others that have injured and 
wronged us, that we may have the greater hope to find Mercy 
at God's hand at ſuch a time. We are at ſuch a time to live 
like thoſe, that believe that they ſhall ſhortly die and be brought 
to Judgment, becauſe we are at ſuch a time to expect to be judged 
by Almighty God, and to be dealt with according to our works 
and deſerts. That a careful ſetting upon a righteous and pious 
courſe of life in every reſpe&, is our duty at ſuch a time when 
a dreadful Day is apprehended to be near, will appear, 


t. By ſeveral places of Scripture, where it is preſcribed upon 
the like occaſions, or ſhewed to be ſo. This the Prophet T/aiah 
preſcribes to the Fews, that they might not be devoured by the 
Sword. 1/a. 1. 17, Ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, ſeek judgment, 
relieve the oppreſſed, judge the fatherleſs, plead for 1he widow. And 
v.19. If ye be willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat the good of the land ; 
But if ye refuſe and rebel, ye (hall be devoured with the Sword —— 
And that ſuch works of Charity and Mercy are to be ſhewed at 
ſuch a time, we may ſee by what God ſaith by the Prophet 1/azab 
concerning.the Faſt that he had choſen. T/a. 58. 6— Is not this the 
Faſt that I hawe choſen? to looſe the bands of wickedneſs —— Is it not 
to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are 
caſt out , to thy houſe ? when thou ſeeſt the naked , that thow cover 
bim, and that thou hide not thy ſelf from thine own fleſh? Then ſhall 
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eby light break forth as the morning, and thine health ſhall ſpring forth 


ſpeedily, and thy righteouſneſs ſhall go before thee, and tbe glory of the 


Lord ſhall be thy rereward. Thisicourſe is to be taken when we keep 
a Faſt to the Lord and would procure his favour ; then are we in 
an eſpecial manner to ſhew our ſelves merciful and kind to our 
poor and needy Brethren, and not to hide our ſelves from them, 
and to grow hard-hearted towards them. And wv. 10. And if thou 
draw out thy ſoul to the hungry, and ſatisfie the affifted ſoul; then ſhall 
thy light riſe in obſcurity, and thy darkneſs be as the noon day. Such 
a iightſom time 1s the merciful Man like to find; and has good 
grounds to hope that he ſhall find ſome comfort when the dark 
and gloomy Day ſhall come. And this is the Counſel of the 
Prophet Daniel to King Nebuchadnezzar, when he toid him, thar 
this Judgment ſhould come upon him ; Thar he thould be driven 
from Men, and have his dwelling with the Beaſts of the Field, 
Dan. 4. 27. Wherefore, O King, let my counſel be acceptable unto thee, 
and break off thy ſins by righteouſneſs, end thine iniquities by ſbewing 
mercy to the poor; if it may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity» This 
Counſel doth the Prophet give him to avert the Judgment as much 
as might be, and to prolong his own Tranquillity and Happineſs; 
viz. To ſet upon a righteous courſe of Life, and to ſhew himſelf 
merciful and kind to the Poor. And this is the dire&tion of -the 
Prophet Zephaniah, which he giveth {or a preparation againſt the 
day of the Lord's Anger. Zeph. 2. 3. Seek ye the Lord all ye meek 
of the earth , which have wrought his judgments; ſeek righteouſneſs, 
ſeek meekneſs; it may be ye ſhall be hid in the day of the Lord's anger. 
And our bleſſzd Saviour in Matth. 24. where he forewarns his Di- 
{ciples of that judgment and deſtruion that was to come upon 
the Fews, tells them that thoſe ſhould be blefled and happy, thar 
ſhould then be found imployed in their Maſter's ſervice, and in 
the woiks of Righteouſneſs. Matth. 24. 45— Who then is a faithful 
and wiſe Servant, whom his Lord hath made ruler over his honſhold, 
fo give them meat in due ſeaſon ? Bleſſed us that Servant, bom bis 
Lord, when he cometh ſhall find ſo doing. Verily 1 ſay unto you, that 
be ſhall make him ruler over all his goods, The Servant that is well 
imployed m his Maſter's Charge, ſhall be blefled when his Lord 
cometh: But the wicked Servant 15 then to be cut off, and to 
have his portion with the Hypocrites, as it there follows. And 
faith St. Peter, 1 Pet. 4. 7— But the end of all things is at hand ; 
be ye therefore ſuber, and watch unto prayer. And above all things bave 


fervent Charity among your ſelves; for Charity ſhall cover the _— | 
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of -/ins. This Advice doth he give upon the apprehenfion of the 
end of all things being at hand4, that is, the Day of the Lord 
being near at hand; That upon this conſideration they were 
to be more ſaber , and temperate, and dijigent 1n their Prayers 
and Services to Almighty God; and above all to have fervent 
Charity and Love among themſelves, becauſe this would cover 
a multitude of. Sins, and qualifie them moſt and make them fit 
for Mercy at ſuch a time. By theſe, and ſuch places, we 
may lee , that 1t 1s our duty to ſet earneſtly upon the works 
of Righteouſneſs, when we apprehend a dreadful Day of the Lord 
to be drawing near, becauſe ſuch a courſe 1s then preſcribed up- 
on ſuch occaſions: That we are then to- grow more Temperate 
and Holy, co be more frequent and fervent in our Devetions and 
Services to Almighty God; and are then more ſtrictly to mind 
all the Rules of Juſtice and Uprightneſs ; and are then to be more 
| Tiberal and bountiful to our poor and needy Brethren ; and prone 
and forward to forgive all the injuries and wrongs that have been 
done to us by any others. This 1s highly requiſite, that we ſhould 
at ſuch a time be full of mercy and kindneſs to others , becauſe 
we are then in. an extraordinary manner ſeeking for mercy: and 
pardon at God's hand; and we can have no ground to hope to 
find mercy at his hand, 1f we are cruel and hard hearted, and w1ll 
ſhew none our ſelves ro others. Marth, 6. 14, 15. faith our Lord ; 
For, if ye forgive men. their treſpaſſes , your heavenly Father will alſo 
fergive you; But if ye forgive not men their treſpaſſes , neither will 
your Father forgive your treſpaſſes. 


2, We miy ſee, that the Righteous ſhall never be forſaken, and 
that it 15 Righteouſneſs that doth deliver Men at all times of diffi- 
culty and danger ; and this doth farther ſhew, that ic is our duty and 
our wiſdom too to ſet earneſtly upon all the works of righteoul:- 
neſs, that we may be delivered at ſuch a time of danger, when a 
dreadful Day 15 apprehended to be coming - upon us. This we 
may ſee by ſeveral places of Scripture, that Righteouſneſs will avail 
much at ſuch a time, and that the Righteous may then expect to 
be delivered. Remember, I pray thee ({atth Elipbaz. to Fob 4. 7.) 
who ever periſhed being innocent ? or where were the righteous cut off ? 
Hereby ſhewing that it was very obſervable how - were delt- 
vered, and not cut off hke the wicked. And ſaith the Pſalmiſt, 
P/al. 37. 25. I have been young, and now am old, yet. have I nt 
{een the righteous forſaken, And v, 27— Depart from. evil, _— 
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good, and dwell for evermore. For the Lord loveth judgment, and 
forſaketh not bis Saints, they are preſerved for ever. And Solomy 
ſheweth in ſeveral places, that Righteouſneſs will deliver the Righ- 
teous from death, when the riches of the Rich will not profit 
them. Prov. 19. 2. Treaſures of wickedneſs profit nothing ; but . righte- 
ouſneſs delivereth from death. And Prov. Ut. 4. Riches prof not in 
the day of wrath ; but righteouſneſs delivereth from death. And 
Prov. 11. 6. The righteouſneſs of the upright ſhall deliver them: but 
tranſpreſſors ſhall be taken in their own naughtineſs; By theſe, and 
ſuch hke placzs, doth the Wiſe Man ſhew, that the Righteous ſhall 
be delivered in the time of anguiſh and diſtreſs upon the account 
of his righteouſneſs. And God doth ſhew by the Prophet Ezekiel, 
that Men ſhall deliver themſelves by their righteouſneſs, when a 
day of wrath and deſtruion 1s coming upon Men. Exzek. 14 13— 
And faith the Prophet Iſaiah, 33. 15 He that walketh rigbteouſly, 
and ſpeaketh uprightly ; he that deſpiſeth the gain of oppreſſions, that 
ſbakerh bis hands from holding of bribes , that ſtoppeth bis ears from 
bearing of blood, and ſhutteth his eyes from ſeeing evil ; He ſhall dwell 
on high, his place of defence ſhall be the munition of rocks, bread ſhall 
be given him, his waters ſhall be ſure, So ſecurely is ſuch a Righte- 
ous Man like to live, and to be ſet out of the reach of danger ; 
and. in the fiery day of Vengeance he is like to be ſafe and ſe- 
cure. And faith our Lord, Matth. 5. 7. Bleſſed are the merciful, 
for they ſhall obtain mercy. And in the gloomy Day, and in ame 
of danger, there 1s no queſtion but that they ſhall hand Mercy. 
By theſe, and ſuch places, we may ſee, That righteous Men ſhall 
be delivered at ſuch times of need and danger, and in ſuch Days 
of vengeance, upon the account of their righteouſneſs; and this 
farther ſhews it to be our duty and our wiſdom at ſuch a time to 
ſet more earneſtly upon a pious and righteous courſe of Life ; and 
eſpecially then to abound more in the works of Charity and Mer- 
cy, When we are in a more extraordinary way and manner to 
ſue for mercy at God's hand. . | 


3- We may ſee that righteous Men have been dclivered when 
God hath brought a dark and. dreadful Day upon Men ; and that 
they have been ſaved and delivered for their Righteouſnels ſake, when 
others have been deſtroyed, becauſe they were not Righteous, but 
Wicked : And this will farther ſhew that it 15 our Duty, and will be 
a great Encouragement to us, to ſer then earneſtly upon all the works 
of Righteouſneſs at the apprehenſion of a dreadful Day coming vpon 
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us, that we may then eſcape'and find Mercy. 'This God ſhews to' be 
the Reafon why Noah was to be ſaved from periſhing with the: Inha- 
bitants of the Old World, becauſe he was righteous before God. Gen. 
7. 1. And the Lord ſaid unto Noah, come thou and all thy bouſe into 
tbe ark; for thee have I ſeen righteous before me in thu generation. 
This was the Reaſon why he was to be ſaved by the Ark, when the 
reſt of the World were to be deſtroyed by a Flood of Waters, becauſe 
God ſaw him to be righteous. When God deſtroyed Sodorn, all the 
righteous Men were to be preſerved; and 1} there had been fifty 
Righteous, yea, if there had been but ten righteous Men therein, 
they and the whole City coo had been ſpared for their Righteouſneſs 
ſake. Gen. 18. 23—. And we may ſee that righteors Lot was de- 
livered at that time ; and that he was delivered becauſe he was a juſt 
and righteous Man, S. Peter ſheweth, 2 Pet. 2. 6= And turning the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into aſhes, condemned them with an over- 
throw, making them an enſample unto thoſe that after ſhould live ungodly : 
And delivered juſt Lot wexed with the filthy converſation of the wicked: 
C for that righteous man dwelling among them, in ſeeing and hearing, 
wexed bu righteous ſoul from day < day with their unlawful deeds.) 
The Lord knoweth biw to deliver the godly out of teriptations, and to 
reſerve the unjuſt unto the day of judgment to bepuniſhed. Here we 
may ſee that Lor was delivered, becaute he was a juſt and righteous 
Man ; and that pious and godly Men from this Example, and that of 
Neah, ate to be encouraged that God will deliver them from Femp- 
rations, and Trials, and Dangers: But that the Unjuſt muſt expe&t 
to be reſerved to the Day of Judgment to be puniſhed for their Un- 
righteouſneſs. When the I/raelites were to be conſumed and to have 
their Carkaſesfall in the Wilderneſs, and not to come into the Land 
of Canaan, becauſe they murmured and ſinned againſt God, Foſhus 
and Caleb were then delivered from this Seatence, becauſe they were 
righteous, and wholly followed God. Num 14. 20— and Num, 
Jl. 19— And the Lord's anger was kindled the [ame time (laith Moſes) 
and he ſware, ſaying ; Surely none of the men that came up out of Egypt, 
from twenty years old and upwards, ſhall ſee the land which I ſware 
wnto Abraham, unto Iſaac, and unto Facob, becauſe they have not wholly 
followed me ; ſave Caleb the ſon of Fephunneh the Kenezite, and Foſhus 
the ſon of Nun ; for they have wholly followed the Lord. By the Works 
of Righteouſneſs did the Harlot Rabab eſcape Deſtruion, and pe- 
riſhed not, when Fericho was taken and deſtroyed, when ſhe con- 
zaled the Sptes and ſent them away 1n peace, becauſe ſhe believed 
them to be the- Servants of God. By faith ( ſaith the Apoſtle 
| Heb, 3+ 
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' 11: 51) the harlot Rabab periſhed net with them that believed not, 
_ be MEER the [pies with peace. And faith S. Fames 2: 25. 
Likewiſe alſo, was not Rabab the harlot juſt ified by works, when ſhe had 
received the meſſengers, and had ſent them ont another way 5 By Works 
was ſhe juſtified, and by her works of Piety and Mercy was ſhe faved 
from this Deſtruion, and periſhed not with the Inhabitants of Feri- 
cho. By theſe and ſuch Examples we may ſee, that righteous Men 
have been delivered in the Days of Vengeance for their Righteouſ- 
nefs ſake, when others have periſhed; and this-may ſerve as a farther 
Argument to ſhew, that it then behoves us eſpecially co ſet earneſtly 
upon the works of Righteouſneſs whenſoever we apprehend ſuch a- 
terrible Day of the Lord to be coming upon us. And what i is that is 
Good, and God requires, the Prophet ſheweth; Micah 6. 8. He hath 
ſhewed thee, O man, what ws good; and what doth the Lord require of 
thee, but to do juſtly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
God? Theſe are the things that are Good, and which God requires 
of us at all times, but eſpecially at ſuch a time ; That we ſhould be 
juſt and upright in all our dealings with others, and do as we would: 
be done by ; and rather wrong our ſelves, than over-reach and de-- 
ceive another: That we ſhould be ſo far from grudging at charita- 
ble Works like the Miſer, that we ſhould love them, and take delight. 
in all ats of Mercy and Goodneſs, and cheaifully communicate to 
all the Needs and Neceflities of others, and 'be joyful and glad 
when we can relieve and ſuccour them in their Miſeries and Wants: 
That we ſhould be prone and forward to forgive all others that have 
done any Harm or Hurt to us, and contentedly to paſs by all the 
Injuries and Wrongs that have been done to us by others, wichour- 
ſeeking any Revenge, and with Good to overcome all the Evil and 
Malice that 1s offered to us by any. That we ſhould walk humbly. 
before God, in a deep Senſe of our own Unworthineſs and Vilenels; 
and of God's great Goodneſs and Mercy to us, and the continual 
Dependance that we have upon him, and of his dreadful and glorious 
Majeſty, Theſe are the things which God requires of us; and ſuch 
works of Righteouſne!s, and Mercy,and Kindneſs, are we eſpecially co 
ſet upon, when a dark Day 1s apprehended to be near at hand. And 


then are we to be mere frequent and zealous at all our Services and 
Devotions to Almighty Gad: 


But Fourthly, Then are we alſo more particularly to cry mightily 
to Almighty God upon this very account of his Day of Wrath being 
coming upon us; Then are we to make our earneſt addreſles to Al- 


mighty 
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mighty. God in this very Reſpe, and to make Supplications to him, 
that he would have mercy upon us, and deal with us according to 
his great Love and Goodneſs, and not according to.our Sins and Ini- 
quities: That for his own Name ſake, and for his dear Son Chriſt 
Jeſus ſake, he would be pleaſed to avert and turn away his Judgments 
and Wrath from us, if it may conſiſt with his Divine Will and Plea- 
ſure; and if not, that we may be covered and preſerved in the Day of 
Wrath, and ſheltered under the Wings of his good Providence, and 
find Mercy and Salvation in that day. And 


I, That we are to cry and make great Supplications to Almighty 
God, and to ſeek to attone him, and turn away his Wrath from us at 
ſuch a time by earneſt Prayers, we may ſee by ſeveral places of Scrip- 
ture. Our own Nature and Reaſon will dictate this to us, and ſo do 
the ſacred Scriptures. This the Prophet Foel preſcribes here. 1. 14. 
Sandtify a faſt, call a ſolemn aſſembly, gather the elders, and all the In- 
habitants of the land into the houſe of the Lord your God, and cry unto the 
Lord, And Toel 2. i7. Let the prieffs , the miniſters of the Lord 
weep between the porch and the altar, and let them ſay, ſpare thy people, 
O Lord, and give not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen ſhould 
rule over them; wherefore ſhould they ſay among the people where is their 
God? The Prophet here doth give command to cry and pray to 
God upon this very account ; and doth here give dire&tion in what 
form .and manner the Prieſts were to addreſs themſelves to God, 
wherein the People alſo were to join ; viz. To intreat Almighty 
God to ſpare them, who were his peculiar People, and not to ſuffer 
them to be made a Reproach by the Heathen, and to be domineer'd 
over by them, and to have them to ask others in ſcorn and deri- 
fion, where their God and Saviour was, in whom they truſted. And 
this divine Dire&ion of the Prophet ſeems to me to be no leſs ad- 
apted and fitted for us at this day, than it was for the Fews in the 
Prophet Foel's time. And this was David's Reſolution, to have Re- 
courſe to God, and to call upon him in all Diſtreſs and Danger. 
2 Sam, 22, 4+ Twill call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praiſed ; 
ſo ſhall I be ſaved from mine enemies. And Pſal. 55. 16. As for 
me, 1 will call upon God, and the Lord ſhall ſawe me. - Evening and 
morning, and at noon will 1 pray, and cry aloud; and he ſhall hear 
»1y Twoice, And Pſal. 86. 7. In the day of my trouble I will call upon 
the e; for thou wilt anſwer me, This is the Plalmiſt's Reſolution to 
make his earneſt addreſſes to Almighty God , and hereby he hoped 
for Mercy and Help in the needful time of Trouble and —— 
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And this is God's Command'by the Pſalmiſt, that we ſhould call 


npon him at ſuch a time ;z; and if we do it as we ought, he hath pro- 
miſled that he will hear us and deliver us. Pſal. 50. 15, And call 
wpon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glo- 
rifie me» We are humbly ro ſue for mercy at ſuch a time, before 
we are to expect it; and after we have received-it, not to forget 
to return Almighty God his due laud and praiſe for the ſame. And 
Sel:mon 1n his prayer in 1 Kings 8, doth ſhew that 1t is our Duty in 
all Diſtreſſes to' make Supplications to God in an extraordinary 
manner, when he there requeſteth that he would hear fuch prayers 
and ſupplications that are made to him by his people 1n their affli- 


- &ions and diſtreſſes; and doth ſhew that they are like to be heard. 


and relieved when they ſeek and cry to God with all their Hearts. 
And ſaith God by his Prophet Feremiab, 29. 12— Then ſhall ye 
call upon me, and ye. ſhall go andpray unto me, and 1 will hearken unto you. 
LHnd ye ſhall ſeek me and find me, when ye ſhall ſearch for me with all your 
heart. And 1 will be found of you, ſaith the Lord, and I will turn 
away jeur captivity— And 1t 1s our bleſſed Lord's Command to his Di- 
ſ:iples, when he fo:etc 14 them of that Judgment and Deſtruction that 
was coming upon the Jewiſh Nation, to be conſtant and fervent 
at their prayers to Almighty God, that they might obtain Merey 
then and be ſaved, and not periſh with the Wicked Luke 21. 36. 
Watch ye therefore, and pray always that ye may be accounted worthy to 
eſcape all theſe things that ſhall come to paſs, and to ſtand before the 
Son of man, By Watchfulneſs and Conſtancy and Ezrneſtnefs ar 
Prayer to Almighty God, are we to prepare our ſelves, that we 
may be accounted worthy of Mercy, and to eſcape the Judgments 

of God, and to ſtand before the Son of God, whenſoever he ſhall 
come in an extraordinary and eminent manner to Judge and Pu- 
mih the Inhabitants of the World for their great Wickedneſs. By 
thele and ſuch places we may ſee that it 15 our Duty, 'whenſoe- 
ver we apprehend a Day of the Lord's Wrath to be coming up- 
on us, to cry mightily to Almighty God, and to make Supplica- 
tions to him, for Pardon, and Mercy, and Help, and Protection, 
at ſuch a Time, when a Day of Wrath and Revenge 1s coming 


upon Men. | 


' 2. We may ſee that this hath been the practice of ſeveral Per- 
ſons at ſuch times 'of anguiſh- and diſtreſs, co cry to Almighty 
God, and to ſupplicate his Divine Majeſty for mercy and .ſuccour; 


and that they haye often prevailed hereby ; and this will os 
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:ſhew -it'to be our duty at ſuch a time, and a perſwaſive to it, to 


call upon God in a more earneſt and extraordinary manner, for 
the averting of ſuch Judgments as we have juſt cauſe to believe 

o hang over us, and are rzady to fall upon us; and for the pro- 
curing of Mercy for our ſelves. When the Fire of the Lord con- 
ſumed the People, Moſes prayed unto the Lord, and the -Fire was 
-ſtopt. Numb. it. 1— And when the people complained, it diſpleaſed 
the Lord; and the Lord heard it, and his anger was kindled, and the 
fire of the Lord burnt among them, and conſumed them that were m 
the ttermeaſt paris of the Camp. And the people cryed unto Moſes; 
and when Moſes prayed unto the Lord, the fire was quenched. When 
the Children of I/rael were fold into the hand of the Meſeporamians 
tor theic fin and wickedneſs which they did in the fight of God, 
in forgetting him, and ſerving other Gods; 1n their miſery they 
-cryed to God, and he ſent them a deliverer. Fudes 3. 9. And 
2when the Children of [{rael cryed unto the Lord , the Lord raiſed up a 


 deliverer to the Children of l{rael, who delivered them, even Ochniei 


the Son of Kenaz Caleb's younger Brother, In their diſtreſs did God 


.hear them, notwithſtanding their former backſliding, and had re- 


ſpe& to their Prayer; and this may be an encouragement to us 
ſinners to do the like. When the Children of Iſrael! cried unto 
the Lyrd, when they were oppreſſed and afflited by Eglom King 
of Moab, he heard their cry, and ſhewed them mercy, and deliver- 


ed them out of his hand. Fudg. 3. 15. But when the Children of 


Iſrael cried wnto the Lord, the Lord raiſed them up a deliverer Ehud 
the Sow of Gera @ Benjamite — © When the Children of I/ael 
were {old into the hand of Fabin the Canaanite, for the evil which 
they did in the fight of the Lord, they cried unto the Lord in their 
diſtreſs, and he delivered them. . Fadg. 4. 3. And the Children of 
Iſrael: cried unto the Lord; for be had nine bundred Chariets of Iron, 
ond twenty years he mightily oppreſſed the Children of Ilrael. And 
God did then deliver them out of his hand by Debarab and Barak, 
as we may there ſee afterward. And ſeveral other times did God 


:deliver them, when they returned and ſought him, and cried and 


made Supplications to him, notwitſtanding they:had often revolted from 
-him. When King Abijah and Judah were belet on both fides with 
their Enemies the 1Faelites, they cried unto the Lord in their diſtreſs, 
and he heard their cry and ddlivered thein, 2 Chron, 1 . 14— And when 
Judah looked back, bebold the battel was before and behind; and they cried un- 
«80 the Lord, and the Prieſts ſounded with the Trumpets, Then the men of 


_ Judah gave # ſhout ;. ad as the-men of Jadah ſhouted , it came to poſs _- 
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(41 ) 
God ſmote Jeroboam and all Iſrael before Abijah and Jadah. When 
Zerah the Ethiopian came out againſt Aſa King of Fudah with an 
Hoſt of a thouſand thouſand, he cried unto the Lord for help and 
ſuccour, and obtained help from him. 2 Chron; 14. 11-- And Aſa 
cried unto the Lord his God, and ſaid, Lord, it is nothing with thee t» 
belp, whether with many, or with them that have no power. Help us, 
O Lord our God, for we reſt on thee, and in thy Name we go again# 
this multitude: O Lord thou art our God, Jet not Man prevail againf 
thee. So the Lord (mote the Ethiopians before Aſa, and before Judah, 
and the Ethiopians fled, When Fehoſhapbat prayed unto the Lord 
for help againſt his Enemies the Moabites and Ammonites and they 
of Mount Seir, the Lord wrought a great deliverance for him and 
the Fews, and ſer. their Enemies to deſtroy themſelves, and left 
them nothing to do, but to gather the Spoil, and return God thanks 
for the great Salvation that he granted them. 2 Chron, 20. 3-— 
When Semnnacherib King of Aſſyria ſent to Hezekiab, and was coming 
againſt Jeruſalem with his Army, Hezekiah and T/aiab prayed un- 
to the Lord, and obtaind help and ſuccour from him apainft their 
Enemies, and God ſent an Angel to deſtroy them. 2 Chros. 32. 
20 For this cauſe Hezekiah the King , and the Prophet Iſaiah the 
Son of Amoz, prayed and cried to Heawven, Antl the Lord ſent-an 
Angel which cut off als the Mighty men of Valour, and the Leaders, 
and. Captains in the Camp of the King of Aflyria : ſo he returned with 


ſhame of face to his own Land; And when he was come into the 


Houſe of his God , they that came forth of his own bowels, flew bim 
there with the Sword. And the Angel of the Lord flew an hun- 
dred fourſcore and five thouſand ; as it is in 2 Kings 19. 35. And 
this was the command of the King of Nineveb, when the Pro- 
phet had proclaimed the Judgment of God againſt them, That 
they ſhould cry mightily to God. Fonab 3.8. But let man and _y 
be covered with Sackcloth, and cry mightily to God-—, And we ſee 
that they did gbtain pardon and mercy. By theſe and many more 
Examples we may ſee how men have cried to Almighty God in 
their diſtreſs, and when they lay under the apprehenfions of great 
dangers and mileries, and have obtained mercy and help from 
'him: And theſe do farther teach us to do the like, and ſhew it 
ro be our duty to ſupplicate his Divine Majeſty and Goodneſs in 
an extraordinary manner, whenſoever we apprehend a dreadful 
Day of Vengeance to be coming upon us 
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- But to quahifie us for fuch'a calling upon Almighty God, and 
to make way for an acceſs of our Prayers to him, we muſt firſt 
clear our hands and our hearts from all Sin and Wickedneſs, and 
ſer upon a Righteous and Holy Life, as I have ſhewed; otherwiſe 
we may expect that God will not hear our Prayers, when we cry 
to him in the day of Trouble. We muſt firſt make ſatisfaction to 
our Brother for all the injuries that we have done him, before we 
can offer any Sacrifice or Prayer to God to attone him and pro- 
cure his favour and mercy. Metth. 5. 23— Thberefore if thou bring 
thy gift to the Altar (ſaith our Saviour) and there remembreſ# that 
thy Brother hath -ought againſt thee, leave there thy gift before the Altar, 
and go thy way; firſt be reconciled to thy Brother, and then come and 
offer thy gift. This is the courſe that our blefled Lord hath ap- 
pointed to be taken. And the Pſalmift ſhews , that ſo long as 
our hearts are inclined to wickedneſs, the Lord will not hear us. 
Pſal. 66. 18. If I regard iniquity im my heart, the Lord will not 
bear me: And no more will he hear us, except we withdraw our 
hearts from it. And faith Fob of the Hypocrite ; Fob 27. 9. Wilt 
God bear bis cry, when trouble cometh upon bim? Hereby-intimating 
to us, that there is no likehhood that God will then hear -him. 
And ſaith Wiſdom ; Prov. 1. 24—. Becauſe I bave called, and ye re- 
fuſed; I bave ſtretched out my hand, and no man regarded: But ye 
bave ſet at nought all my counſel, and would none of my reproof ; 1 
alſo will laugh at your calamity, 1 will mock when your fear cometh : 
When your fear cometh. as deſolation, and your deſtruction cometh as a 
whirlwind; when diſtreſs and anguiſh cometh upon you. Then ſhall they 
eall upon me, but I will not anſwer; they ſhall ſeek me early, but they 
ſhall not find me; for that they hated knowledge, and did not - of 
the fear of the Lord — . And ſo may we expedt to be dealt with, 
if we do not now hearken to Wiſdom's voice, and follow her 
bleſſed Inſtruftions, and amend and ſet upon a pious and holy: Life. 
If we will now ſtop our Ears at her Charming, and caſt the fear 
of God behind our backs, we may juſtly expe, that he will laugh 
at our Calamity, and mock when our fear cometh. And God 
declares to the Fews, that he would not hear their Prayers, be- 
cauſe they were defiled and polluted with blood and wickedneſs, 
and had not ckanſed themſelves. 1/7. 1. 15. And when ye ſpread 
forth your bands, I will hide mine eyes from you; yea when ye make 
many prayers, I will not hear; your bands are full of blood. Waſh ye, 
make you clan—. This is to be done firſt, or elſe our Prayers 
are not like to be heard, And faith God to the Prophet Feremiab, 
S 11.10, 
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11. 10, 11. They are turned back to the iniquities of their forefathers, 
which refuſed to hear my words; and they went after other Gods, to 
ſerve them: the houſe of Iſrael and the houſe of Judah have broken my 
covenant which I made with their fathers. Therefore thus '[aith the 
Lord, bebold I will bring evil upin them, which they ſhall not be able 
ro eſcape ; and tho they ſhall cry unto me, I will not hearken unto them. 
And (ich the Man that was born blind; Fobn 9. 31. We know 
that God heareth not ſinners. By theſe and ſuch places we may ſee, 
that there is an abſolute neceflity for Men to leave their SinFand 
become Righteous, before they are in any fit capacity to addreſs 
themſelves to Almighty God, and to pray to him for mercy -and 
help in the needful time of crouble. | 


Te is need{ul alfo at ſuch a time that we place our truſt and 
confidence in Almighty God, and do not make any Idols to our 
ſelves, that God may not ſay to us, as he' did to the Fews, Fudg. 
10. 13, 14. Ye have forſaken me, and ſerved other gods , wherefore 1 
will deliver you m0 more. Go, and cry unto the gods which ye have 
choſem, let them deliver you in the time of your tribulation. It be- 


'hoves -us- to make no Idols nor falſe Gods to our ſelves, leſt we 


have this returni to our Prayers, when we cry to God in the need- 
ful time of Trouble, And'we-are to make no Idol of our Wealth, 
nor to place-our 'truſt and confidence therein; we are are not to 
confde in, and to rely upon an Arm of Fleſh, and make mortal 
Man our hope and confidence, and fo to rob God of his Glory, 
in not making him, as we ought, the only Rock of our defence. 


Theſe things ſeem to be branches of our duty, and highly ne- 
ceflary* for us to ſer upon and praftiſe whenſoever we apprehend 
a dark and diſmal Day of Wrath and Vengeance to be, coming 
upon us. | 


| And now to draw to a Concluſion; Seeing we have no reaſon 
to expe& that we ſhoald be exempred from the Judgments of God, 
if 'we do. wickedly; but muſt look -to be dealt with as others 
have been, it we are as ſinful as they were; and are to look upon 
the threatnings of Judgments in the word of God, as Threatmngs 
and Menaces againſt our felves, when our caſe is the ſame with 
theirs, againſt whom they were threatned: And ſeeing our Sins 
and Iniquities do appear to be very great, and we are now acu- 


ally warned that the Judgments 4 God do now hang ovgg our heads, 
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and are ready to come upon us , let us lay theſe things: to hear, 
and mind the things that belong to our Peace, before it be tao 
late: Let us not be like Solomen's Fool (Prov. 17. 16.) that 
bad a price in his hand ro get Wildom, but no heart to it; 
But let us make a good uſe of our time while we have it, while 
the long-ſuffering of God waiteth for our repentance. and amend. | 
ment: Let the great Terror and dreadfulneſs of the Judgments of 
God awake us out of our careleſs and vain ſecurity, That we may ' 
take ſuch a courſe for our Peace and Safety as is preſeribed in the 
Word of God, while his great Goodneſs doth yet afford us ſome 
time for it;, and let us ſpeedily and ferioufly ſet our ſelves tothe 
practice of theſe things that I have ſhewed to be enjoined by 
that ſacred Word at ſuch a time: Let us turn to God with Faſt- 
ing, and Weeping, and Mourning, and call ta mind and repent 
of all the ſinful deeds that we have done; and reſolve through 
Divine help, never to commit ſuch any- more ;, and make fatis- 
faction for all the injuries and wrongs that we haye done to o- 
thers :. Let us. ceaſe to do evil, and learn to do well, and ſet 
more ſtrictly upon a righteous.and pious courſe of Life, and. take 
plealure and delight in the works of Mercy and Goodneſs, , and 
thew our ſelves, merciful to others, when we are ina more extra- 
ordinary manner ſeeking, for Mercy at God's hand: - Let: us ibe 
conſtant and earneſt at our Prayers to Almighty God for pardon 
and mercy, for help-and ſuccour 1a all our neceflities-and-diſtreſſes ; 
and that we may be accounted worthy to eſcape: the things that 
thall come to- paſs, and to ſtand before the Son of God whenſo- 
ever he ſhall come to puniſh the Inhabitants of the World for 
their great Sin and Iniquity : Let us ſeck ihe, Lord while. be may 
be found (as ſauh the Prophet 1/aiab 55. 6.) and ' call upon. bins while 
be is near, before he ſhuts up his Mercy in -diſpleaſure,..and ftops 
Fis Ears at our Cry: Let us put to our hi{!71ing hand to keep. off 
ail publick Judgments from our Land and Nation, by the inno- 
cency and uprightneſs of or Lives; by begging pardon for our 
own, and the tranſgreſſions of ths. whoia, Nation ;: ang. by. our 
earne{t Prayers for the Peace-:anfd Profpericy of our , Church and 
Kingdom. Pray for the peace-of Jexuſalem (fai:h the Plalmiſt; P/ali 
122, 6.) they ſhall proſper that love thee, And ſo, let: us: pray for 
the peace and good of our Church and Nation ,- that they 'may 
not become a prey to our Enenues and be totally ſwallowed up 
by them. If we could all. amend, and. a gencral repentance wers 
elfected, our Peace and Happineſs would thyn,. I heps,; be ſecure, 
| SD and 
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ar, and\ we need not fear the evil Machinations of Men againſt us, 
tao nor any Judgment of God coming-upon us : For we may ſee that 
hat the Nizevites obtained Mercy by Repentance after the Judgmence 
It: was. denounced- againſt ther; 'And the' Propher Foel here: ſhew- 
ule | eth, that if. the .courſe were taken that he. preſcribeth,' there was 
1d. | hope to obtain Mercy at God's hand; Foel 2. 18. Then: will the 


of Lord be. jealous for his Land and pity bis People: And ſo we may 
ay © conclude that he would deal with us, it we would take ſuch a 


he courſe.\, But ſo long as our Sins cry. & Heaven againſt us, and 
ne we perſiſt 'in'them,'we' can have no ſecunty of Peace and Pro- 
he ſperity.' And therefore ler us (ot: earneftly upon- a Righteous: and 
by Holy Life, and hve like thoſe that expect: ſhortly todie and to be 
ſt. called to: Judgment, that we may do what we can to prepare for 
nt our own ſafety. and ſecurity. againſt ſuch a dreadful Day of Dark- 
h neſs; .and may endeavour to keep. off all publick Judgments, that 
i9- we may be inſtrumental in procuring. a Blefling and not a Curſe 
O- upon our Land and” Nation. -—" 
et . HM I'S) a ds . 1 & EEE AT ' 
e \ Such as ate not better inſtructed 'may exerciſe themſelves in read- 
d ing theſe. Chapters, -and meditating upon them, and learning what 
i- od Inſtructions they can from them. , Jaiab LVII. Feremiab LV. 
Vl I. Fonab I. Matthew. X, and XXIV. Mark XIIL,. Lyke XII, 


and XVIL, and XXL 2 Peter III. Revelation Il, and IL. 


And in the Book of Common Prayer they may find a great deal 
of, good. Matter tor their Prayers even againſt fuch”' a' grear DF; 


Eine. canto... a. A ff 43 & 


of Judgment,; to which, they may add thele two Prayers ghat follow. 
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146) 


For Repentance. 


'Lmighty God,. and moſt -merciful Father; we miſerable 
- Sinners do here humbly acknowledge - before Thee, 
That we are unworthy of the leaſt of all thy Mercies. We 
confeſs, O Lord, in the birterneſs of our Souls, that we have 
grievouſly ſinned againſt Thee ; that all Orders of Men a- 
monegſt us, have tranſgreſſed thy Righteous Laws ; that we 
have hitherto rendred beth thy Mercies and thy Judgments 
incffe&ual ro-vur Amendment. Ir is of thy meer Mercy, 
O Lord, that we are not conſumed; for which our Souls 
do magnifie and bleſs thy Name. O God, who haſt hither:- 
to ſpard us, to the end, that thy Goodneſs might lead us 
to Repentance ;z let it be thy good pleaſure, to give unto us 
all that Godly Sorrow, which worketh Repentance to Sal- 
vation, not 'to be repented ofz that thou mayeſt curn from 
thy heavy diſpleaſure againſt us; and mayelt rejoice over 
us to do us good, through the Merics and Mediation 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, and only Saviour. Amen. : 
For Peace and Unity. | : 
Ch God, our only hope in time of need; Save and 
deliver us, we humbly befeech thee, from all thoſe 
Dangers that threaten us; Give Peace in our days, O Lord, 
if it be thy will, and prevent the cftuſion of Chriſtian blood 
in our Land; Reconcile all our Diſſeations, and heal all our 
Breaches; Preſerve. that Holy Religion. we profeſs, together 
with our Laws and Antient Governmentz Unite us all in un- 
feigned and univerſal Charity one towards another, and in 
one and the fame Holy Worſhip and Communion 3 Thar 
with one heart and one mouth we may glorifie thy Holy 
Name, and ſhew forth thy Praiſe from generation to gene- 


ration: And this we beg for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt thy 
Beloved, in whom thou art well pleaſed; to whom with 


Thee and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, now 
and evermore. Amen. In 


| 4 
OO TT 


. abs X 
DES oo AY 
oy ee Ws on Sr tne ou 
PW : Pf. SEL 

ro MS NG AI. 2 
a 2 20 3; LL on YN 


wv YG yen - 
% n (4 ty » A 
_——_ — 1 INEY BY! 


Fs 


ery L 
& * " « 
3 DLE$ 2D - Ts 
Me Fes MO © 22 Ic > th 
af A re A Ne re tr NSD SY. < 
CERES ET Seo S ng Fo Fog owt SAG : 
ASA A” gbbs en ww x 4. 0 " 


Ep) 


In theſe Papers I come as a Meſſenger of Peace among all 
my dear Country-men; and therefore I requeſt that I may find 
a kind reception among them, and that they would ſeriouſly 
lay to heart what 1 havs here written, that I may do them 
ſome good Service at this great junflare of time, for the Pre. 
ſervation of their Lives and Souls when they are in ſo great 


Danger, 


FINIS. 
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